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FOREWORD

All praise is due to Allah, who created humanity
from a male and a female and opened our hearts to
the love of divine majesty.

And peace and blessings be upon our eminent
guide Muhammad Mustafa, who prepared our hearts
for the love of Allah the Almighty and lived the most
perfect and ideal example of family life.

Certainly there is love in the creation of all be-
ings.

Before the creation of the worlds, Allah the
Almighty was “a hidden treasure” He “loved to be
known,” and so created all existence. Divine love is
therefore the essence of all love and Allah the Al-
mighty has bestowed all other types of love as pre-
paratory and elevating steps toward divine love. He
created the love and affection between man and
woman as the most valuable means to reach the apex
of His love. And He made the family, which is es-
tablished by a marriage contract in His name, as the
most meaningful and blessed place of manifestation

for human love and affection. ﬂ




O A Peaceful Home

Family, in this respect, is an indispensible means
for reaching at the love of Allah as well as a divine
dispensation for the continuance of the generations.
The family environment both addresses our physi-
cal needs and serves as an essential ground for our
spiritual development. For this reason the religious
thinkers of Islam have always regarded marriage as
essential and have highly encouraged it. Since celi-
bacy is against the nature of most human beings, if
there is no obstacle, humans should not avoid the
married state. Marriage is an important custom of
the Prophet.

Because starting a family has such great im-
portance, it should be undertaken with forethought.
There are many significant and delicate matters that
need to be taken into consideration if we hope to ob-
tain the desired results and turn our family environ-
ment into a peaceful paradise.

What should be done in order to start a family
that can act as a step toward divine love? What prin-
ciples should we follow in order to turn our homes
into gardens of peace and tranquility? How might we
live so that our family’s life journey ends in eternal
union? How might we obtain a happiness that will
continue beyond this world, into the life to come?

In the world we live in, the answers to these vital
questions are not common knowledge. Fortunately,
the religious thinkers of Islam have given the situ-
ation much thought. Our tradition has elaborately
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regulated methods, principles, guidelines and mea-
sures, all of which can help us to realize the most de-
sired objects of family life. It has also pointed out the
grave and unfortunate results if these guidelines are
not followed.

To help us toward ideal success in the cultiva-
tion of a peaceful family, Allah the Almighty has giv-
en us the best and most perfect example, the Sultan
of Souls, Muhammad Mustafa (peace and blessings
be upon him). Our Prophet, who had not even the
smallest negativity in his life, lived these principles
at the highest level in his own family. For this reason
we would do well to study his life, which is full of
honorable and exceptional beauties and take it as our
model in the establishment of a good family. If we
neglect this inspiration, our society may well fall into
crisis for lack of warm, peaceful and blessed homes.

We observe that many young couples in our
society, who are unsuccessful in starting a properly
balanced family, end up with unhappy divorce, thus
darkening not just their own but also their children’s
world. Worse, many heedless people now stay away
from marriage altogether and find themselves torn
apart by the vortex of sin.

We hope that the booklet before you may prove
a beneficial ointment for the wounds of our soci-
ety. It contains a collection of interviews originally
published in Sebnem magazine, but there have been

some additions and expansions made. n
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In this work you will find basic Islamic prin-
ciples and information for establishing a peaceful
home. It explains the required guidelines and mea-
sures for setting up a family and gives related ex-
amples, particularly emphasizing examples from the
life our Master (peace and blessings be upon him)
and from the lives of other respected Muslim figures.
We have our readers’ clear understanding and better
comprehension always in mind.

We ask and pray that Allah the Almighty may
make this modest work beneficial both for couples
who have already established a home and for those
who are planning to start one.

May Our Lord help us to establish and maintain
strong families in this contemporary age in which
families are torn apart, in which immorality and
hate have spread like a disease! May our home be a
paradise of peace and tranquility! And may the last
gate of this paradise open upon the eternal Paradise
where union with the beauty of Allah the Almighty
manifests!

Amin!
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Marriage is the path of the prophets, the custom of
the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon
him), the wellspring of new generations, the honor of
man and woman, the castle of chastity and the privi-

lege of human beings over the rest of creation.
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Q - We might begin by asking: Do people
have to live socially and start families at
all? Can’t they just as well live alone?

Being alone is only truly appropriate for Allah
the Almighty. The Creator has reserved oneness for
Himself alone, while He has created all of existence in
pairs. Thus all creatures are in need of each other and
at the same time, since they are created, they have in-
trinsic deficiency and weakness in their nature. Ma
siwa Allah, “the other-than-Allah® — all beings ex-
cept Allah the Almighty — are continuously in need
of both each other and Allah the Almighty.

Out of all creation, human beings need each
other the most. People have so many needs and re-
quests, compared to other beings! Because people
always want to live in material and spiritual comfort,
their needs constantly increase and never come to
an end. Problems, privation, pains, sufferings and
disasters all present us with difficulties. In times of
trouble, we look for a soul to take shelter with and a
hand to hold.
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Thus the descendant of Adam is indicated in
Arabic by the word insan, which is derived from the
word uns or unsiyya, meaning intimacy. Even philol-
ogy demonstrates our need to be close to our fellows!
This need is our first quality and humans are distin-
guished by this quality.

The clearest manifestation of intimacy is the to-
getherness that joins a man and a woman. This mat-
ter is necessary, even obligatory, for the continuance
of human generations.

The necessity of togetherness manifests itself in
living beings through the existence of males and fe-
males and in inanimate beings though the existence
of positive and negative poles. This situation is stated
in the Quran in many verses:

“And of everything We have created pairs: that ye
may receive instruction.” (51: 49)

“Glory to Allah, Who created in pairs all things
that the earth produces, as well as their own (human)
kind and (other) things of which they have no knowl-
edge.” (36:36)

“And (have We not) created you in pairs?” (78: 8)

To possess the nature of being created in pairs
means to be created as man and woman, comple-
mentary, not in twos of the same kind. In such a
case, the creation of one of the two would be redun-
dant and redundancy cannot be attributed to Allah
the Almighty. Therefore Allah created the creation
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in gendered couples. Yet each individual created is
unique in itself. Allah does not create duplicate be-
ings, exactly the same. Even identical twins have
many physical and spiritual differences.

So Allah the Almighty created all beings in com-
plementary pairs and simultaneously placed His di-
vine law of attraction between them in order to make
them come closer to each other. For He has assigned
the spiritual and material development of all these
pairs to the unification possible between them.

Although the need and attraction a man feels to-
ward a woman and a woman toward a man essential-
ly serve the continuance of progeny, this is not their
only purpose. One of their most significant functions
is to form the basis for stable families, which create
an environment that allows individuals to achieve
spiritual and social peace and balance. This goal can
be achieved only through mahabbat Allah, the incli-
nation of the heart to Allah the Almighty with love.

At times the love for God can be attained
through earthly love: the lover ascends from Laila
(the archetypal human beloved) to Mawla (the Lord
— the divine beloved). But for this journey to be pos-
sible, there has to be a Leila in the first place! Then
love between a man and a woman may constitute the
first step in coming closer to Allah. Even if attraction
begins with the arousal of selfish desires, it cannot
turn into true human love until it is freed from the
selfishness of those desires. When the mutual be-
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holding of divine attributes is manifested in the lov-
ers, only then do we call attraction, love.

The heart, which is the subtle center of attrac-
tion, is exercised and strengthened through couples’
affection for each other and thus gains capacity for
the love of Allah. The ability to sustain Divine love
is further developed through love for one’s children,
the natural fruit of a family.

In order to be encompassed by love for Allah,
a marriage must be founded upon divine principles.
A marriage undertaken purely for the sake of carnal
desires and inclinations usually does not create love.
The spiritual development and training of the heart
through love that may be expected from an Islamic
marriage cannot be realized in families established
on lust alone, because in such marriages couples be-
come slaves. Forget spiritual progress: such couples
may even lose the spiritual levels they had enjoyed
while single.

A desirable marriage is one which matures us and
helps us to spiritually improve. A marital relationship
that functions in such a way manifests an ideal perfec-
tion. It is this kind of marriage that is called, in the
traditions of the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon
him), “half of religion” Attaining half of something
does not mean we give up seeking the other half! We
should do everything we can to realize the ideal at-
tributes of a marriage. Only then can we achieve the
maturity, peace and tranquility we aim for.
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Although intimate relationship between a man
and a woman is one way to achieve the capacity for
Divine love, it is not the only way. Single people can
and do make spiritual progress. There are many pious
single people mentioned in the Qur’an, starting with
Mary' and Jesus (may Allah be pleased with them).
This fact confirms that not everybody is created with
the same natural abilities. Environment, too, has dif-
fering effects on people. In some people’s destiny
the paths to marriage are closed; obstacles prevent-
ing marriage may constitute a divine test for them.
For others, marriage can be a source of suffering and
disappointment. Allah the Almighty bestows certain
special capabilities upon those servants who endure
such tests and through these capabilities they can ob-

1. The name of Mary is mentioned in the Qur’an 34 times
and also 23 times as part of the phrase “Jesus son of
Mary.” In addition, the nineteenth chapter of the Qur’an
is named after her. She is the only woman who is men-
tioned in the Qur’an by her personal name. Some of the
wise intentions behind this special treatment, as divined
by Qur’anic exegetes, include:

1. The previously debased image of women was exalted
through our mother Mary.

2. Her being continually mentioned as the mother of one
of the greatest prophets shows the value given to moth-
erhood in Islam.

3. The emphasis on the chastity of our mother Mary
shows the importance of protecting the chastity of
women; protecting chastity is obligatory in Islam.

4. Distinctive feminine virtues are highlighted through
Mary’s personality. Though her we learn that qualities
such as chastity, dignity, patience, submission, resis-
tance and courage, are characteristics elevating the sta-
tion of women before Allah the Almighty.
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tain the spiritual benefits to be expected from a nor-
mal marriage. Some single servants of Allah made
great spiritual progress through their mercy and
compassion to animals and plants. Others ascended
the steps of spirituality by bearing with the tests of
their marriages. The Companions of the Bench, who
comprised Companions of the Prophet who were too
poor to get married, reached the peaks of spiritual-
ity through knowledge and learning. It should not
be forgotten, however, that these are exceptional and
special cases. The general rule is that human beings
should get married and start a happy family.

It is a fact that a heart without love and affection
is like an unplanted field, left idle for a long time. The
relationship between man and woman will cultivate
this land. Of course, to be successful, such a relation-
ship cannot be based on selfish desires. Success can
be achieved only by getting rid of selfish motives.
As we have said, an intimate natural relationship
must turn its direction to divine love, because only
when the connection between man and woman at-
tains this divine quality do souls ascend in the love
for Allah. To have children in this state constitutes
the second level in reaching the love for Allah. Next
comes love for relatives, friends, teachers and oth-
ers. So the heart matures, step by step drawing closer
to its highest goal, divine love. After becoming one
with divine love, a servant joins the friends of Allah
the Almighty. This is the purpose of the creation of
humanity.
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In short, our need for family and for together-
ness between man and woman is a reality embedded
in our natures by our Creator in order to realize a
lofty goal. The more we realize this goal, the more
the tree of family branches out, bearing sweet fruits
of social peace, tranquility and balance.

Therefore the establishment of a peaceful family
environment comes at the head of the list of the most
important endeavors for raising society to a civilized
level. Man and woman make their pledges to each
other in the name of Allah the Almighty because that
promise marks their intention to make love a reality
in accordance with of the purpose of their creation.
Of course mutual respect, trust and sincerity must
nurture their efforts!

Q - What do the traditions of Islam say
about family?

Because of the aforementioned reasons, the
thinkers of Islam have attributed great significance
to family. Families are like the seeds of a society. As a
matter of historical fact, families built on strong bas-
es protect and embellish the structure of their soci-
ety, while families established by spiritually unequal
partners, destroy it.

The principles and measures of Islam work to
establish a happy and balanced family. One might
say that Islam aims at peace and tranquility through
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family. That is why it is said that “home is the Para-
dise of the living” As a matter of fact, a home set up
according to divine rules is like Paradise on earth.

Because such a noble ideal and institution can
only be achieved through exalted measures and law-
ful foundations based on love, Islam begins this spir-
itual journey with mutual vows. Islamic law requires
both parties to give certain promises to each other in
the name of Allah the Almighty.

The old saying “marriage works miracles”
points out the significance and benefits of the mar-
riage agreement in establishing a peaceful family.
The value of our acts depends on our intentions. The
outcome of living as partners without being married,
without an explicit exchange of vows expressing our
intentions, is disappointment and collapse not only
on the personal level but also at the level of society as
a whole. That is why cohabitation without a marriage
agreement is prohibited by Islam and accepted as one
of the grave sins. There will be harsh divine punish-
ment for such practices in the Hereafter.

Q - Since marriage is so significant,
could you please elaborate the issue a
little more?

Marriage is the way of the prophets, the custom

m of the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon them), the
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dignity of man and woman and the privilege of hu-
man beings over other creatures.

It is necessary to have two male witnesses to a
marriage agreement in order to announce it to soci-
ety. The togetherness of man and woman is the ba-
sic element of socialization and so the onset of this
togetherness should be made known to the public.
Demonstrating our intentions does not always re-
quire having witnesses; however, witnesses are re-
quired for a marriage agreement in order to make
the union an accepted fact throughout the commu-
nity. A single man or woman may always receive pro-
posals. But when a couple announces their marriage,
proposals stop and the spouses commence to belong
to each other. This is the foundation of a healthy fam-
ily and a healthy society. That is why there is a usually
a wedding feast: it makes the whole community wit-
ness to the marriage, even though two formal wit-
nesses are sufficient for the contract to be valid. Mar-
riage ceremonies are celebrated not just to share the
joy of the marrying couple, but also to declare their
status to the community. So we see that the marriage
agreement, with all its features, is a divine command
intended to protect human dignity.

According to Islam, marriage is the indispen-
sible foundation of a family. It furthers the raising
of progeny, their formation and discipline, as well as
the conservation of the values and dignity of human-
ity. Islam gives such great importance to this foun-
dation that it refuses all miserable and contemptible
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relations attacking it. In this respect Islam prohibits
adultery, which is the worst of all out-of-wedlock re-
lations, because adultery is an attack on the refine-
ment, beauty and legality of the marriage agreement,
as well as being a cruel crime, which destroys prog-
eny. There cannot be a more foolish and ignorant
act than preferring the indecency of adultery over
the peaceful and tranquil world of marriage. Hence,
the streets of a country should not be polluted with
scenes of immorality glorifying this disaster.

It should not be forgotten that the basis upon
which a nation stands or falls is the strength of its
moral and ethical structure. The marriage agreement
is the most effective method of protecting this struc-
ture. For this reason, the Messenger of Allah (peace
and blessings be upon him) warned Muslims not to
make marriage difficult, saying: “The best marriages
are those which are most simple.” (Abu Dawud, Nikah, 32)
Therefore all customary expenses which load an ad-
ditional burden on a marriage agreement are com-
pletely null and void; they are the remnants of the
age of ignorance before Islam.

Allah the Almighty wants His servants to live
in chastity and tranquility. The most effective way to
protect chastity is marriage. Those who have enough
means to marry should marry and the Muslim com-
munity has the responsibility to help those who do
not have the means to get married. This is stated in
the following verse:
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“And marry those among you who are single and
those who are fit among your male slaves and your fe-
male slaves; if they are needy, Allah will make them
free from want out of His grace; and Allah is Ample-
giving, Knowing.” (24:32)

In the Ottoman Empire, special religious foun-
dations were established for this purpose. Their
founders were well aware that the morality and
order of a society depend on chaste and peaceful
individuals.

Mubhyiddin ibn ‘Arabi (may Allah bless his soul)
says about the merits of assisting people to get mar-
ried: “The best continuous charity is to help people
to get married; because for those who help, there will
be a share in the rewards of the good deeds of the
progeny of the couples they helped to get married”

The family life which began with Adam and Eve
(peace and blessings be upon them) in Paradise has
been transferred to the children of Adam through
the divine laws of marriage and Islam has made this
explicit. As a matter of fact Islam set some specific
principles for family life and thus brought the peace
of Paradise into its families. In order to attain such
happiness, we should abide by the rules of Allah

2. For English translation of the verses, I have benefited
from Shakir, M.H. (trans.), The Qur’an [al-Qur’an al-
hakim], Elmhurst, N.Y.: Tahrike Tarsile Qur’an, 1997 and
Pickthall, M. W. (trans.), The Meaning of the Glorious Ko-
ran: An Explanatory Translation, New York, N.Y.: Dorset
Press, 1988.
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the Almighty and live our family life like Adam and
Eve. We should embrace each other with love and be
of one soul and one heart, as our father Adam and
mother Eve were.

Though we often treat it lightly, there are deep
wisdoms in the amazing union that takes place be-
tween two strangers through the act of marriage.
Two young souls leave their parents’ house and grow
attached to each other with a love and affection set by
Allah in their hearts. What a lofty divine manifesta-
tion it is, to see such an incredible closeness develop
between two strangers! The mystery of it is indeed a
sacred lesson, deserving of contemplation.

Allah the Almighty has made marriage a gate of
blessings for the Muslim community and He makes
each marriage established according to Quran and
Sunna a paradise of happiness on earth.

Islam, which aims to create a dignified life for
humanity, gives the highest importance to women
and points out the possible problems if they are ne-
glected. Women are like crystal chandeliers. When
their marriage experience is full of blessings and
light, they illuminate society. They protect the digni-
ty and chastity of family. They stand like lighthouses
against the whirlpools of sin. When things are other-
wise, whole generations are lost. Losing generations
breaks the bonds of interpersonal relations and the
transmission of wisdom; the process ends in the de-
struction of a society. Mischief becomes common;




Marriage and Family in Islam O

sensitive and humane feelings cease to exist. Troubles
and scandals rise up. These are all signs of a com-
munity in collapse.

Women’s happiness is made possible when mar-
riage is gentle. When it is not, a woman sometimes
looks elsewhere. If a woman directs herself away from
her principal object, her unhappiness will destroy
peaceful family life. A woman’s participation in the
employment world follows necessity; if she works,
she needs to work at a job that suits her nature. The
degree of necessity should be judged objectively,
with the needs of the whole community taken into
consideration. Employment must be within reason-
able and lawful limits. Anything else is self-decep-
tion, which ends in disappointment and frustration.
Many Muslim girls have been lost to the whirlpools
of heedlessness. Many eyes, deceived by illusory
worldviews, have been blinded to divine truth and
destroyed their own possibilities for happiness.

The religious thinkers of Islam have tied wom-
en’s moral and social identity and glory to their mari-
tal welfare. Woman enters into a whole new world
through marriage. Maybe she begins to live with a
complete stranger, maybe with his relatives. How-
ever, with the special blessing bestowed upon mar-
riage by Allah, these two stranger souls become so
attached to each other that they become the closest
people in the world. In fact it is stated in the follow-
ing verse that:




O A Peaceful Home

“And one of His signs is that He created mates for
you from yourselves that you may find rest in them
and He put between you love and compassion; most
surely there are signs in this for a people who reflect.”
(30:21)

Therefore, the most important factor for happi-
ness in a family is the love, sincerity and mercy that
exist between husband and wife.

Q- It is not always possible to attain
such happiness in all families. It is a sign
of great blessing to reach this happiness
and tranquility. Yet if we hope to reach
this level of happiness, what should we
be careful about?

The first condition is to follow Islamic guide-
lines for selecting a suitable spouse. The essence of
these guidelines is that believers should not select
their spouses based on the temporary beauties of this
world, like physical appearance and wealth. Instead,
their selection must be based on spiritual qualities
such as faith and morality. In this respect, the Proph-
et (peace and blessings be upon him) says:

‘A woman is married for four things: her wealth,
her family status, her beauty and her religion. Try to
marry the one who is religious; may your hand be
scented with goodness!” (Bukhari, Nikah, VI, 123; Muslim,
Rada, 53)
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Even though this tradition is about the qualities
of an ideal wife, it is also applicable for choosing an
ideal husband, because to have a righteous spouse is
the second most valuable thing for every Muslim to
have, after piety. A righteous husband is the unshak-
able pillar of the family palace and a righteous wife
is the most valuable adornment of that palace. This
is expressed in the following saying of the Prophet
(peace and blessings be upon him):

“People’s rank is hidden in their religion; their
dignity is hidden in their reason; and the beauty of
their progeny is hidden in the goodness of their moral-
ity [protected by marriage].”

The second important thing is to be careful
about is equivalence between the spouses. Equal-
ity must be assessed according to qualities such as
wealth, manners and cultural levels. The steps after
these two depend on maturity and willpower. Ma-
turity develops through seeking perfection in faith
and practice; willpower can be achieved through em-
bracing the Divine Law’s orders and prohibitions.

A peaceful family, in which the commands and
prohibitions of Allah are observed, is the founda-
tion of felicity in this world and one of the greatest
blessings of our Lord. Continuation of this felicity
and blessing is contingent upon togetherness of the
spouses in a spiritual atmosphere, which relies on

mutual understanding and willing sacrifices. a
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In the present day, the most significant source of
erosion of the traditional family is women who try to
resemble men and men who try to resemble women.
Allah the Almighty has bestowed different qualities
upon men and women. These qualities are shaped in
order to give all the ability to do their best in society.
The natural qualities of the sexes, from their physi-
cal appearances to their spiritual features, are formed
according to the responsibilities assigned to them by
Allah the Almighty.

Men require spiritual and physical strength in
order to provide for the family and to lead it. Women
are not held responsible for the provision of liveli-
hood. If they are forced to provide, it is oppression
and hardship, because women are not created to earn
a family’s sustenance, but rather to raise and protect
its children. However if the environment and condi-
tions are suitable, then women can work in positions
that are favorable to their natures, such as being a
teacher at Quranic schools for girls, or a gynecolo-
gist .

It is their natural abilities that make men and
women different but complementary to each other.
When spouses transgress the limits of these charac-
teristics, the family’s felicity suffers.

We should also mention that male authority
in the family does not give any man the right to use
brute force and that female obedience should not
be tantamount to slavery. If both man and woman
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pursue their traditional roles in accordance with the
principles of Islam, there will be neither an oppressor
nor an oppressed in the family.

A woman’s defiance of her husband by violat-
ing the principles of chastity and obedience and a
man’s abuse of his authority for his selfish desires,
can each destroy a family. A man may sometimes
experience stressful circumstances during the day at
work. When he does, it is not just his need but also
his right to find an understanding and consoling wife
at home. On the other hand, it is both the need and
the right of a wife who waits for her husband at home
all day long to find sympathy and warmth in him
when he arrives. Each person in a family must know
his or her rights and responsibilities in the presence
of Allah the Almighty. The only principle that can
maintain felicity and joy in a family is mutual love
and respect.

We should not forget the saying of our ancestors,
“The female bird builds the nest” Women do have a
more effective role in protecting a family. That is why
women’s intuition, understanding and efforts in this
regard carry more significance than men’s. Allah has
bestowed greater emotional wisdom and capability
upon mothers than upon fathers.

Ismail Hakk: Bursevi says about the interpre-
tation of the term “al-fara’ib” from Sura 86 of the
Quran, “When a child falls into a stream, its mother
jumps into the stream, no matter how dangerous it
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is and does everything she can to save her baby. The
child’s father, on the other hand, does not act like
this. If there is no hope from the baby, its father just
sits on the shore and weeps”

Of course, such heroism shows itself in mothers
who have not lost their spiritual qualities. It is not
seen in those heartless women who abandon their
children in front of mosques or at the edges of ceme-
teries. They are like ruined souls who have destroyed
all the good qualities of their creation.

The compassion of motherhood is visible even
in the animal kingdom, sometimes remarkably so.
It was recorded that a mother lion and a baby deer
grew amazingly close to each other in Kenya’s Sam-
buru National Park between December 21, 2001
and January 2, 2002. Their relation was like that of a
mother and child. The fawn’s umbilical cord was still
attached to it when its existence was first captured by
cameras. Did the mother lion feel sorry for the lost
baby deer? In any case, she adopted it. The fawn, too,
behaved as if the lioness were its real mother. Because
the fawn could not nurse on lion’s milk, the mother
lion was feeding it with green leaves, not meat — as if
she recognized that it was not a lion cub.

Then the mother deer appeared, looking for her
baby. When she saw her baby with a lion, she became
confused, but she did not run. She started to make
noises as if she were communicating with her baby.
The baby deer came to her real mother and they
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grazed together. However, the mother lion did not
allow them to go far away. If the deer started to move
away, the lioness would intervene. Did the mother
lion love the baby deer so much that she could not
let it go with its real mother? She licked the fawn and
played with it as if it were her own offspring. Howev-
er after awhile, for some reason — maybe because she
recognized that the baby deer needed its real mother
— she let it go with the mother deer. Unfortunately
it didn’t take long for a male lion to notice the weak
and unprotected fawn and kill it. The mother lion
appeared to mourn by the place that the fawn was
killed.

What an amazing scene this was! It was a great
manifestation of the divine gift of motherhood over-
coming even the natural enmity between predator
and prey. This is one of the signs of Allah the Al-
mighty, for motherhood is the manifestation of a di-
vine miracle.

There are many lessons for us in this incident. A
mother is a truly a mother not because of her physi-
cal qualities, but because of her spiritual qualities. If
a woman gives up these spiritual qualities, then she
is no longer a mother and a monument of mercy. In-
stead she becomes a hunter - and she destroys many
young souls. Therefore women should value and pro-
tect the blessing of motherhood as more than simple
animal reproduction. For other creatures there will
be no questioning about their offspring in the Here-
after. But for humans, there will be.
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Our children will count either for us or against
us in the on the Day of Reckoning. They should be
raised carefully, for they are means of entering Para-
dise. A good religious education, good manners,
morality and consciousness of divine service come
at the head of the things which should be taught to
children.

Q - In our society, young people who
plan to get married first spend time be-
ing engaged.. They face several problems
during this period. What do the parties
need to be careful about during their en-
gagement?

The central issue, as we have been trying to ex-
plain, is the necessity of building a family upon a
strong and healthy foundation. This principle must
be kept in mind not just during the engagement pe-
riod, but in every phase of the establishment of the
family. Divine rules and measure must be observed at
every stage. Unfortunately, in our time some couples
see the engagement as permission to act as if they
were already married. This leads to a number of ir-
reparable mistakes and to broken hearts.

We do need to remember that the engagement
stage is just the period of agreement to marriage. It
is not marriage itself and during the engagement pe-
riod parties are still unlawful to each other. Therefore
they must be careful about the divine limits. In short,
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engaged couples should not meet privately in seclud-
ed places and talk more than they are supposed to
before the marriage! Today we witness the devasta-
tion caused by this type of carrying on.

In this regard I would like to remind you of the
following narration of Ibn *Abbas:

Allah the Almighty created Eve from a rib from
the left side of Adam. During her creation Adam
(peace and blessings be upon him) was asleep. When
he woke up and saw Eve next to him, he fell in love
with her and wanted to hold her. Angels said, “O
Adam! Do not touch her. You have not been mar-
ried yet” Then they got married and for her marriage
portion they agreed upon uttering three praises for
the Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings be
upon him).

This was the beginning of the marriage agree-
ment before Allah. Thus with the praise of the
Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings be upon
him), the marriage agreement gains a sublime mean-
ing and teems with blessings and manifestations of
mercy.

Q - Would you share your observations
about the marriage ceremony?

The marriage ceremony is a means to share the
happiness of a marriage with friends and relatives. It
also serves as a way to carry out the requirement of
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publicizing a marriage. In addition, it is also a fine
thing to turn such an important institution into an
opportunity for joy and entertainment, which are
part of our nature.

However, we should remember that ceremonies
that are too extravagant, which reach the point of fi-
nancially devastating the families involved, are nev-
er approved by Islam. Islam is a religion that urges
moderation even in taking water from a river when
performing ablution. It encourages its followers to
be frugal. Therefore even if the parties are rich, they
should act in consideration of the poor and needy of
their community. Turning marriage ceremonies into
theatres of ostentation, like many of today’s rich fam-
ilies do, is a manifestation of madness and a proof
that Islam is not properly internalized.

Marriage ceremonies should properly be per-
formed with Islamic grace and refinement. They
should stay away from every kind of lavishness.
People should have modest ceremonies appropri-
ate to their financial situations. But using the event
as an opportunity to show oft one’s financial status
contradicts the object and the spirit of a marriage
ceremony.

In particular, to launch such a blessed institu-
tion with unlawful acts and customs, such as drink-
ing alcohol, leads people to error and ignorance.
Only those marriage gatherings which observe the
laws of Allah and His Messenger are blessed places
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where prayers are accepted. Some types of entertain-
ment are harmless, so long as the men and the wom-
en are not mixed. Women can entertain each other
and men can do the same among themselves without
committing any forbidden act.

Another significant issue is the importance
of inviting poor, needy and homeless people to the
walima, the marriage feast. This is expressed in the
following hadith:

“The worst food is that of a wedding banquet to
which only the rich are invited while the poor are not
invited. And he who refuses an invitation (to a ban-
quet) disobeys Allah and His Apostle.” (Bukhari, Nikah,
72; Muslim, Nikah, 107. See also Ibn Maja, Nikah, 25)

It should be remembered that the Muslim com-
munity receives divine assistance because of the
prayers of the weak. Therefore destitute and needy
people particularly need to be invited to the walima.
On one occasion Moses (peace and blessings be upon
him) prayed to Allah the Almighty and asked, “Dear
Lord! Where should I look for You?”

Allah the Almighty responded, “Look for Me by
the broken hearts.” (Abu Nu'aym, Hilya, 11, 364)

The prayers of those who are destitute and have
broken hearts are acceptable in the presence of Al-
lah. This is why all Muslims should take care to merit
their prayers, especially during those times when
we begin an important undertaking like marriage. m
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Neither should we neglect to ask for the supporting
prayers of the devout.

Q - To what issues should young Muslim
men and women pay particular atten-
tion in order to safeguard the soundness
of their family?

We should know that a society rises on the
shoulders of its male members, but that its female
members also produce its ascension. Without the
help of men and women alike, no development or
ascent can be achieved. A man who is unhappy at
home cannot be successful at work. Consequently we
can say that a nation develops through the maturity
and experience of its women. The opposite of this
is also correct: a nation loses its power and value
through the degradation of its female members. His-
tory teems with examples. That is why every com-
munity needs healthy families.

Although human beings are created with the
most perfect of natures, the manifestation of our per-
fection in a developed personality can be achieved
only in a healthy family environment. The family is
the primary place where the human personality is
educated. Only with a proper education can souls
reach lofty spiritual states and stations. We can take
lessons from the lives of the prophets and from the
lives of the saints.
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Felicity and joy in a family depend on mutual
respect and understanding between the parties and
on the observation of each other’s rights. It is also
very important to comprehend the meaning of the
verse ittaqu Allah - “be mindful of Allah!™ - if hap-
piness in the family is to be achieved.

Our world can become a paradise if the rights of
women are observed; and it can also turn into a hell
as a result of the violation of their rights. The Prophet
(peace and blessings be upon him) expressed the sig-
nificance of women’s rights in his farewell sermon:

“O People, it is true that you have certain rights
with regard to your women, but they also have rights
over you. Remember that you have taken them as your
wives only under Allah’s trust and with His permission.
If they abide by your right then to them belongs the
right to be fed and clothed in kindness. Do treat your
women well and be kind to them, for they are your
partners and committed helpers. And it is your right
that they do not make friends with anyone of whom
you do not approve, as well as never to be unchaste.”
(Bukhari, Mukhtasar, X, 398)

Preventing women from raising righteous gen-
erations by forcing them into unsuitable occupa-
tions is a great mistake. Happiness in a family can
be achieved only by employing and protecting both
men’s and women’s abilities in the occupations that
best fulfill their natures.

3. Qur’an2: 194
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Islam affirms the importance of marriages un-
dertaken for the sake of lofty ideals. Marriage has
two dimensions, worldly and spiritual. We must be
serious and careful in order to make our families
functional in both dimensions. It is all too easy for
marriage to become one-dimensional. Unfortunate-
ly, this kind of marriage often ends up in an unhappy
divorce, or continues as a chain of agony until the
end of life. Naturally these are not the results we de-
sire when getting married!

Divorce is depicted in one of the sayings of the
Prophet as an incident which shakes Allah’s throne:

“Marry and do not divorce, for verily divorce
causes the throne of Allah to shake...” (*Ali al-Muttaqi,
IX, 1161/27874)

For a man to divorce a woman merely for his
own convenience and pleasure is oppression and
great sin, which is certainly prohibited in Islam. It is
violating another servant’s right, which will lead to
eternal disappointment and destruction.

Divorce often follows from arbitrarily and care-
lessly performed marriages and it has countless piti-
ful results. The worst and the severest of these results
befall the children. Children who see no warmth in
their families and are exposed to frequent abuses
from their parents, who are supposed to be their role
models, live at the mercy of the streets. Sometimes
they run away from their homes and start living in
the streets; they shortly fall into the web of alcohol,
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narcotics, prostitution and crime. This prepares the
ground for social destruction.

Of course, there are times when divorce is the
only reasonable option. Catholic marriages can
never be annulled and must be continued no mat-
ter how miserable the parties are. Islamic marriages,
by contrast, are contracts and there are legal provi-
sions for terminating contracts when necessary. Ev-
ery agreement can be superseded by another agree-
ment. If there were no way out of a failed marriage,
the couple’s life would be torture. Family unity would
be no better than slavery.

Spouses who cannot find solutions to their
problems become desperate and may not see situa-
tions clearly. This is why Islam allows divorce, but in
principle assigns the right of divorce to men, on the
theory that they are likely to act more resolutely than
women. However, if it has been previously stipulat-
ed in the marriage contract, there is no obstacle to
giving the right of divorce to women as well. This is
known in Islamic law as tafwid al-talaq. Even if the
right of divorce has not been given to the wife in the
marriage contract, under some circumstances she
can still appeal to a court for divorce.

In order to avoid unnecessary divorce, men and
women should appreciate each other’s significance
and respect each other. Memories, happy moments,
welfare, tranquility and all the pleasurable things
in life can be achieved under the shadow of divine
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wisdom. Success will manifest itself through mutual
fidelity and sincerity. It is stated in the sayings of the
Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him):

“When a man wakes up at night, wakens his wife
and they pray two cycles of formal prayer together,
they are recorded among the men and women who
make much mention of Allah.” (Abu Dawud, Tatawwu',
18; Witr, 13)

“May Allah show mercy to a man who gets up
during the night and prays, who wakens his wife and
she prays; if she refuses, he sprinkles water on her face.
May Allah show mercy to a woman who gets up dur-
ing the night and prays, who wakens her husband and
he prays; if he refuses she sprinkles water on his face.”
(Abu Dawud, Tatawwu ', 17; Witr, 12)

According to the aforementioned Prophetic
sayings we can conclude that happiness in a family
depends on two great principles:

1. Sincerity of the both parties

2. Mutual encouragement to piety.

Q - Considering all the things you have
stated so far, is there any ideal, exempla-
ry family you might point out to us?

Of the many examples that might be given, un-
doubtedly the family of Prophet Muhammad (peace
m and blessings be upon him) stands at the forefront.
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As was true in every other aspect of life, the Prophet
displayed the finest behavior in family life. He was
the perfect husband and the best father. His blessed
wife, our mother Khadija, was the most excellent
example of a wife and mother. His other wives were
good examples, too. No negative incidents can be
found in his family life, although there were some
small quarrels between his wives. Even those small
incidents were solved and ended up well, thanks to
the exemplary character of the Prophet and they set
an example for the whole Muslim community.

Just as the personality of the Prophet was the
best of personalities, his home was also the most ide-
al and exemplary home. His home was such a peace-
ful and tranquil place that even though his house-
hold might have no hot meal on the table for days,
every visitor could feel its happiness. There was no
trace of luxury: none of his wives had more than a
modest room. Yet the most delicious meal for them
all was contentedness, patience and submission. The
method of discipline which the Messenger of Allah
(peace and blessings be upon him) applied in his
home filled the hearts of his household with endless
love and loyalty. No woman can love her husband as
much as the Prophet’s wives loved him; no husband
can love his wife as much as the Prophet loved his
wives. No child can love its father as much as Fatima
loved her father; and no father can love his children

as much as the Prophet loved his. m
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The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be
upon him) paid utmost attention to doing justice to
all his wives. Even though he did his best in this re-
gard, because of the difficulty of ensuring absolute
justice, he prayed to Allah:

“Dear Lord! Unwittingly I may love one of them
more than the others and that is inequity. Lord! I take
refuge in Your mercy concerning this matter that I am
incapable of preventing™

Dear Lord! Bestow upon us and upon our fami-
lies a pious life with which You are content. Make
our homes a Paradise of felicity and blessings. Pro-
tect our homes from being a scene from Hell.

Amin!

4. There are many lessons behind the Prophet’s confession of
his weakness. One of them is to ensure that his followers
do not forget that he was a human being, since some pre-
vious religious communities went so far in their respect
to their prophets that they considered them to be gods.
The same precaution explains why, in the second state-
ment of the Islamic testimony of faith, the declaration that
the Prophet is Allah’s servant comes before the declaration
that he is Allah’s Messenger. Of course, considering him
to be merely a servant and forgetting his prophethood is a
great manifestation of ignorance!
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‘A pious woman makes her husband happy
when he looks at her face; she fulfills her husband’s
licit requests; and when he is away from her,
she protects his property and honor.”

(Ibn Maja, Nikah, 5/1857)
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Q - What things do women need to pay
attention to in order to protect their
families’ peace and happiness?

First of all, women need to be careful about their
service to Allah and to be devout. In this respect they
need to pay attention to their prayers and worship in
addition to being sensitive about what is lawful and
what is prohibited in Islam.

A woman’s piety should manifest in her family
through encouraging her husband, her children, her
relatives and even her neighbors to give charity and
perform good deeds. A pious woman is like a sweet-
smelling flower of Paradise!

The most important task of a woman, after ser-
vice to Allah, is to make her husband and her other
family members happy. Making her husband happy
and not shadowing the happiness of the family will
grant a wife the contentment of Allah the Almighty.
In fact the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon

him) says in this regard: m
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A pious woman makes her husband happy when
he looks at her face; she fulfills her husband’s licit re-
quests and when he is away from her, she protects his
property and honor. (Ibn Maja, Nikah, 5/1857)

Therefore a pious woman looks for ways to make
her family happy and she finds them.

Q - Can we elaborate this matter a little
more? To what things does a wife need to
pay most attention in her daily life and
in her house?

At home she must take great care of herself. She
needs to be clean and well-groomed. Being unten-
ded and dirty will make her husband lose his respect
for her. A wife should stay away from all appearances
that her husband does not like, because if a man can-
not find what he looks for in a woman in his wife,
his heart may turn toward what is inappropriate and
prohibited, which will destroy the happiness and
peace in the family. So a wise woman offers herself
like a bouquet of flowers to her grateful husband. It
is in her best interests that he look forward to being
at home in the evening.

A pious woman should meet her husband at the
door with a smiling face and in the morning should
send him oft to work with kind words and prayers.
Even if her own day’s work has exhausted her, she
should conceal her fatigue and not make a wry face
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in front of him. She should share her husband’s wor-
ries and help him to relax.

She should keep the counsel of her own emo-
tions rather than disturb the tranquility of the house.
Umm Sulaym (may Allah be pleased with her), a
Companion of the Prophet, gave an extraordinary
example of such behavior. Even the death of her child
did not overcome her compassion toward her hus-
band. According to the narrative, Abu Talha’s son,
who had been gravely ill, died when his father was
not home. Umm Sulaym washed and enshrouded
the body. She commanded the other members of the
household, “Do not tell Abu Talha of his son’s death
before I tell do” When Abu Talha came home, he
asked, “How is my son?”

Umm Sulaym replied, “His pains are relieved
and I think he is resting right now.” Then she brought
her husband dinner and after that they went to bed.
In the morning, when Abu Talha wanted to go out,
Umm Sulaym said, “Abu Talha! What do you think
of what our neighbors did? I left something in their
trust and they did not give it back when I asked
for it”

Abu Talha said, “They did wrong?”

Then Umm Sulaym said, “O Abu Talha! Your
son was entrusted to you by Allah the Almighty. He

has reclaimed His trust.” m
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For a while Abu Talha was baffled and quiet.
Then he said, “We belong to Allah and to Allah we are
continuously returning.”

When Abu Talha went to the mosque for prayer,
he told everything to the Messenger of Allah (peace
and blessings be upon him). The Prophet prayed for
them, “O Allah! Bestow your blessing upon them
with regard to that night of theirs”

Less than a year later, Allah granted the couple
another son. The Messenger of Allah took a date,
chewed it, took some of it out of his mouth, put it
into the child’s mouth and named him Abdullah
- “Servant of Allah” It is narrated that seven out
of Abdullahs nine children memorized the whole
Qur’an as a result of the blessings of the aforemen-
tioned prayer. (Bukhari, Jana’iz, 42: Agiqa, 1; Muslim, Adab,
23: Fada’il al-Sahaba, 107)

Q - What other things does a wife need
to be careful about in her relations with
her husband?

She should never neglect her husband and never
put him in second place among the members of the
family. A normal man cannot accept to be in second
place, for that is against his nature.

In order to please someone, we need to know
that person well. This is why a woman should try to
understand her husband and learn his values, inter-
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ests and feelings. Naturally a man should treat his
wife in the same way. If both of them do not pay at-
tention to this necessary work of relationship, then
“unity, sharing and things in common,” the natural re-
quirements of a successful marriage, fade over time
and spouses move away from each other emotion-
ally. If timely precautions are not taken, the situation
can become so serious that the original love and af-
fection between spouses may give way to hatred and
separation. The worst season for this danger is the
time of old age. The inward isolation of spouses who
did not try to get to know each other over all those
years turns into a desperate loneliness, an irrevers-
ible point of regret and longing.

A wife should help her husband in all of his
good and lawful deeds. She should show respect to
his relatives. If she has to make a choice or sacrifice,
she should show the greater attention to her hus-
band’s family.

Life is full of surprises. There are times of cri-
sis and grief. A wife should stay next to her husband
during these times and help him with his burden.
How nicely our predecessors expressed this: “Be like
a rug and let forty feet walk on you, so that you be-
come the crown on their heads.” What we understand
from this and similar proverbs is that being able to
conceal our pains during times of crisis is a virtue.
The Prophet never forgot his wife Khadijas strong
support, patience, understanding, submission and
sacrifices.
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A wife enters her home in her wedding dress,
fill it with joy and happiness and leaves it, when she
starts her eternal life, in her white burial shroud. All
people should love in order to be loved, show respect
in order to be respected, make sacrifices in order to
be blessed. However all these should first come from
the wife in a family. An intelligent woman knows
how to please her husband and build happiness in
the family. In a hadith, it is stated:

When a wife whose husband is content with her
dies, she enters Paradise. (Tirmidhi, Rada, 10; See also, Ibn
Maja, Nikah, 4)

This tradition expresses not only the great re-
ward awaiting a pious wife who pleases her husband,
but also the place of the husband in the family and
the deep spiritual value of the manners of a wife.
Husbands, on their part, are expected to be sensitive
about how and where they earn their family’s liveli-
hood and try their best to refrain from income from
obscure sources that may possibly be unethical or il-
licit. For as the Prophetic tradition about choosing
a marriage partner says, ““People’s rank is hidden in
their religion; their dignity is hidden in their reason;
and the beauty of their progeny is hidden in the good-
ness of their morality [protected by marriage].”

A pious woman not only loves her husband but
also shows a reasonable level of respect to his relatives
and friends. Such behavior would certainly please her
husband, too. However, there is an important point
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involved here: we must not forget the borders of law-
fulness drawn by Islam. When a woman is alone at
home, she cannot invite inside men who, if she were
single, she would legally be permitted to marry. This
is a very sensitive issue. Nobody can protest good will
while breaking the limits of Islamic law. A woman
in particular must take great care to stay away from
anything that might blemish her name. For in our
society, a woman’s honor is like a white dress: even
the tiniest stain offends the eyes. The Messenger of
Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) warned his
followers about “grey areas™ “Stay away from doubt-
ful places.”

One night when the Prophet (peace and bless-
ings be upon him) was walking with one of his wives
on the street, two men from Medina saw them. The
Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) immedi-
ately informed them, “She is (my wife) Safiyya daugh-
ter of Huyyay.”

Both of them said, “O Messenger, hallowed
be Allah! [We cannot conceive of anything suspi-
cious about you even in the remotest corners of our
minds.]” He replied,

Satan circulates in the human body like the blood
in our veins and I was afraid lest it should instill some
evil in your heart. (Bukhari, I tikaf, 11; Muslim, Kitab al-
Salam, 23-25)




O A Peaceful Home

Thus our Master’s example advises his follow-
ers not to do anything that might remotely produce
doubt or suspicion in others.

A wife should always be next to her husband
and support his good deeds so that he may find con-
solation with her and eagerly carry out his plans. It
is well known that sharing increases our happiness
and decreases our sorrow. Spouses should never for-
get that they are each other’s companions not just in
the journey of this world but also in the journey of
the Hereafter. Though they had separate lives before,
through marriage their two lives have become one.
Therefore they should observe the principles of unity
in all aspects of life. If one of them slips, the other
spouse should help him (or her) to stand up.

A wife should watch her husband’s mood. When
she feels that her husband is upset by some small
thing, she should not exaggerate the issue and turn
into a debate. Longer and more serious disputes may
run the risk of damaging mutual love and respect.
Even in such cases, it is better for the lady of the house
to be gentle and to maintain her calm. Eventually her
husband will realize his fault, come to his senses and
show respect to his wife. If she presses the argument,
he may grow stubborn and become unable to see his
fault at all. Then Satan will enter between them and
sow the seeds of hatred and enmity in their hearts.

Another significant matter which spouses
should be careful about is jealousy. One of the most
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disturbing issues in a relationship is distrust. Even
when there is some real cause for suspicion, spouses
should try to sit and talk rather than blaming each
other. Otherwise small issues may easily turn into
big conflicts.

Sometimes people are not able to see the results
of their actions in difficult situations. They may for-
get, or make mistakes. If a woman finds her husband
in need of her opinion, she should sincerely and dili-
gently make him feel that she supports him. Then she
should tell him what she thinks is the best solution
to the problem...for a wife should also be her hus-
band’s most intimate friend. We should never forget
that man and woman complete each other.

From time to time the Mothers of the Believers,
the wives of the Messenger of Allah (peace and bless-
ings be upon him), supported him with their ideas.
For instance, during the negotiation of the treaty of
Hudaybiyya, many Companions of the Prophet were
deeply discontented with the treaty’s terms and grew
restive. They could not comprehend the wisdom
behind the treaty and were hoping it would be an-
nulled. Most of them wanted to fight. This made the
Prophet extremely sad. His wife Umm Salama (may
Allah be pleased with her) counseled him not to wor-
ry, but immediately to perform the personal obliga-
tion required by the treaty. She knew that there was
a possibility that the Hudaybiyya negotiations might
fail unless the Prophet himself applied the treaty’s
conditions. As a result of Umm Salama’s advice, the m
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Messenger of Allah cut his hair and took off his ih-
ram, publicly terminating his intention for Pilgrim-
age, which was what the treaty required. Seeing him
do this, the Companions followed his lead. Thus the
problem was solved before it was too late.

Another example is displayed by our mother
Khadija. She consoled the Prophet (peace and bless-
ings be upon him) after the first revelation, when he
was frightened and worried about his mission. And
she was the one who suggested that the Prophet seek
out and consult the monk Waraga b. Nawfal so that
he might be reassured about his calling.

Even Caliph ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with
him) once listened to a woman’s counsel. One day
in the mosque he was complaining that women were
requesting extortionate amounts of dowry, which
made marriage very difficult. He declared that he in-
tended to set a limit on dowry requests. A woman
from the back rows stood up and objected. She quot-
ed from the QuriXan (4:20) that women could specify
whatever amount of dowry they might wish. Hear-
ing this, ‘Umar understood his fault and changed his
opinion saying,

“She is right. ‘Umar has made a mistake.” (‘Ali al-
Muttaqi, XVI, 536-537/45796)

However, there is a delicate point here that needs
mentioning. When a wife is asked for her opinion,
she should be careful not to seem arrogant, even
though her opinion is correct. Whenever she is giv-
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ing advice to her husband, she should avoid appear-
ing disrespectful toward her husband. It is a fact that
men often feel uncomfortable when they are advised
by women. In short, a righteous woman knows how
to use her intelligence in the matter of her relations
with her husband.

A woman should have the skill and mastery to
enter her husband’s heart. There are many examples
of this in our history. Many of the Ottoman sultans’
wives shared the power of their husbands through
winning their husbands™ hearts. By doing so, they
were able to leave many religious charitable founda-
tions and good deeds behind them. Because of their
services, they are still remembered with blessings
and gratitude.

It is not appropriate for a wife to criticize or cor-
rect her husband in front of other people. No matter
how wrong he is, she should not embarrass him by
revealing his faults. The principle holds just as well
for husbands’ treatment of their wives. In a verse, it
is stated that

... Your wives are a garment for you and you are
a garment for them ...” (2;187)

It is also wrong for a wife to praise other men
above her husband. She should not complain about
her husband even to her parents, as well as being
careful not to put him in difficult positions in front
of other people. She should look for ways to solve
their problems between them.
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We observe, in our experience, that at the foun-
dation of a couple’s unhappiness one usually finds a
failure to appreciate each other. Spouses can be each
other’s Paradise or each other’s Hell. When a pious
woman pays attention both to serving Allah and to
responding to her husband’s lawful requests, it is a
sign that she is on the path to Heaven.

Q - What kinds of good news have been
given by the Prophet (peace and bless-
ings be upon him) about such righteous
women?

The Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him)
says:

After mindfulness of Allah, a believer gains noth-
ing better for himself than a pious wife who obeys him
when he commands her and pleases him when he looks
at her. When he asks her to carry out a task, she is true
to him and when he is away she protects her chastity as
well as her husband’s property.” (Ibn Maja, Nikah, 5/1857)

A good wife is the one who obeys her husband
and is compassionate to her children.

“The whole world is providence and the best pro-
vision of the world is a pious woman.” (Muslim, Kitab al-
Rada, 64; See also: Nasa'i, Nikah, 15; Ibn Maja, Nikah, 5)

Thawban (may Allah be pleased with him) nar-
rates:
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When the verse “..and (as for) those who hoard
up gold and silver and do not spend it in Allah’s way,
announce to them a painful chastisement” (9:34) was
revealed, we were with the Prophet (peace and bless-
ings be upon him) on an expedition. Some of the
Companions said that now that we knew the ruling
about gold and silver [we would no longer hoard
them, but give them in charity]. We wished we knew
what is good for us, so that we could accumulate that
instead. Upon hearing this, the Messenger of Allah
said, “The most valuable possessions are a tongue that
mentions the names of Allah, a thankful heart and a
wife who strengthens the faith of her husband.” (Tirmi-
dhi, Tafsir, 9/9)

Q - People experience so many financial
difficulties in the contemporary world.
With regard to our property, what prin-
ciples might we observe in order to save
the peace and tranquility of our fami-
lies?

First of all, people need to learn how to control
their desires so that they can prevent themselves
from buying everything they see. Otherwise, con-
stant expenditures will put them under a heavy fi-
nancial burden and that will lead to unrest and crisis
at home. Today many families, because of the ever-
increasing credit cards, believe that they should eas-

ily be able to own whatever they want. In this way m
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they fall into deep whirlpools of debt and interest.
Many happy families have been destroyed by falling
into this trap. Even if spouses are rich, they should
not waste their wealth. This is an obligation for both
man and woman. It is as Allah the Almighty com-
mands in the following a verse:

And give to the near of kin his due and (to) the
needy and the wayfarer and do not squander wasteful-
ly. Surely the squanderers are the fellows of the devils
and the Devil is ever ungrateful to his Lord. (17:26-27)

If anyone owns more than he or she needs, then
he or she should look for needy people to help. Help-
ing the poor and attaining their prayers cheers up
homes and increases our blessings. It should always
be kept in mind that we could be in their place and
they could be in our place.

Our principle in charity should be the verse “By
no means shall you attain to righteousness until you
spend (benevolently) out of what you love; ...” (3:92).
When we give in charity, we should not give from
the worst things that we own, but from the things
that we value. In a saying of the Prophet (peace and
blessings be upon him) it is metaphorically stated
that “Those who give charity first give it into the hand
of Allah; and from the hand of Allah, it transfers to the
hands of the poor.”

It should especially be mentioned that in fami-
lies, practicing frugality is primarily the duty of the
wife. She should be modest in her spending and
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careful about avoiding extravagance. If she does this,
her home will be a prosperous one even if its peo-
ple are not rich. In order to achieve this prosperity,
she should begin cooking with the name of Allah,
use her ingredients wisely and not push the finan-
cial limits of the family. This is the basis of domestic
happiness. Today, because we do not observe these
principles and because we throw tons of food into
trash bins, we do not have prosperity and blessing in
our homes. Meanwhile, a pious Muslim woman will
prevent waste by buying just enough provisions for
her home.

In times gone by, women were very skilled in
patching clothes and never discarded anything until
it was worn out. Today, however, many women pre-
fer to discard their clothes and buy new ones when
there are even the tiniest tears. This is a terribly ex-
travagant practice.

The last thing that I would like to emphasize
concerning the role of women in a peaceful fam-
ily environment is the reality of the old saying, “A
female bird makes the nest” When wives grasp the
significance of this saying and perform their duties
in that spirit, our homes become gardens of Paradise.
The responsibility then falls to husbands to appreci-
ate and protect the environment their wives have
created.
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Supporting the religious and moral growth of women
and children, assisting their education in the ways
that will bring them eternal happiness, are among the
most significant duties of men.
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Q - What things does a man most need
to pay attention to in his family?

The happiness of a family depends on a righ-
teous father’s strength of will. To be a righteous fa-
ther means to be a father who provides his family
with sustenance, discipline and protection. All these
require a man to be intelligent, experienced, skilled
and especially to have strong faith and good morals.

Q - Could we clarify this point with
more details? What does a father have
to provide for his family?

When a man decides to marry, before every-
thing else he needs a lawful source of income in or-
der to support his family in an ethical fashion, since
Islam assigns the responsibility of providing a fam-
ily’s sustenance to the father. (It is because of this re-
sponsibility that the Qur’anic laws of inheritance al-
low men to inherit larger shares than women.) Only
when a man has the means to support his prospec-
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tive family may he take the rest of the steps necessary
to get married. Marriage is simply not appropriate
for a man who cannot even support himself, let alone
a whole household. On the other hand, if those who
are not financially very strong hope to get married in
order to better their practice of Islam, then Allah will
surely help them. As the verse says:

And marry those among you who are single and
those who are fit among your male slaves and your fe-
male slaves; if they are needy, Allah will make them
free from want out of His grace; and Allah is Ample-
giving, Knowing. (24:32)

Asmay be understood from this verse, those who
have financial means enough to get married should
marry and those who do not have the means should
be helped to get married. This is the responsibility of
a Muslim society. Such help is a perfect opportunity
to gain spiritual rewards. In that way, the chastity of
society and of individuals are both protected.

Chastity is a distinctive virtue, given to human
beings alone. Chastity cannot even be considered for
other creatures. However, if humans lose this quality,
they descend to the level of the other animals.

Undoubtedly, intelligence, strength, capabilities,
qualities and inclinations are created in each person
in varying measure. Because of different tempera-
ments, different occupations have emerged. All these
occupations and professions are needed for the con-
tinuance of the social order. Society as a whole needs
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and will always have butchers, street cleaners, doc-
tors, scholars, and many other functions and roles.
This being the case, everybody should try to get mar-
ried according to his means and the prospective hus-
band should seek a socially compatible wife.

For a husband and a wife to have similar finan-
cial status is certainly important, but there are other
matters of interest, too. Similar knowledge, man-
ners and customs are also important. If this sort of
resemblance can be achieved, the family will be free
of disputes rooted in differences of social status. For
instance, if a man cannot provide the standard of liv-
ing that his wife is accustomed to, the resulting em-
barrassment and discontent might well cause the de-
struction of their family. Mutual love can sometimes
prevent this, but it is rare. Therefore marriages be-
tween members of families from similar social levels
are usually the right choice and more beneficial. All
these means is that people who share world views,
spiritual values, goals and wishes can get along with
each other more easily.

In any case, family expenses and lifestyle must
be regulated according to the father’s level of income.
It is not right for a mother and her children to ask
more from a man than he earns. But the father is
fully responsible to provide their “housing, food and
clothes” to the extent of his income.

Housing, be it rented or owned, must be big
enough for the size of the family and should be locat-
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ed in a good neighborhood. To persist in living in a
bad, unhealthy neighborhood when there is enough
financial means to move elsewhere, is unfair to the
members of the family. This mistake can eventually
result in the moral decline and destruction of the
family.

Meals should also be regulated according to
the income level of the father. In pursuit of subsis-
tence, fathers should neither show laziness nor force
themselves to work beyond their physical strength.
A husband’s responsibility is to provide food within
the limits of this balance. The same balance must be
observed in other expenditures, too.

Both extravagance and stinginess should be
avoided. Unfortunately extravagance is one of the
greatest problems of our world today. Many people
are neglectful when it comes to wasting resources.
The habit has become widespread - yet men should
protect themselves from unnecessary expenditures
even if they are wealthy. Otherwise they will eventu-
ally be crushed under the heavy burden of extrava-
gance.

Eating at least enough to live is obligatory; eat-
ing as much as needed is permitted; but eating more
than that is not allowed. The Sufis have looked at the
habits of eating like this:

“According to the law of Sharia, to keep eating
after you are full is extravagance.
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According to the path of the Sufis, to keep eating
until you are full is extravagance.”

Fathers should be sensitive and alert about the
fruits and vegetables that their children like. Children
who are not able to ask for what they want because of
shyness, especially girls, must be given special care.

Guests require generous service as Islamic hos-
pitality advises. This is both a moral virtue and one
of the honors of being human.

The father of the house must provide at least
two sets of clothes, one for winter and the other for
summer, for every member of the family. There is
nothing wrong with having an extra suit for special
occasions. Islam encourages us to beautify ourselves
within certain limits; however wearing clothes that
are too showy and bragging about it, or looking
down on people, are prohibited by Islam.

Silk clothes and accessories made of gold, like
rings or watches, are prohibited for men. These ma-
terials are for women’s use and their usage by men
leads to moral degeneration. This principle must
be observed in choosing clothes and accessories for
boys. Letting our daughters wear revealing clothes
or boys clothes, relying on the excuse of “letting
her satisfy her childhood desires,” is a great mistake.
In time, such clothes will turn into a habit and get-
ting rid of that habit will not be easy. Ultimately, the
child’s future may be lost. Therefore, girls must be-
come accustomed to an Islamic standard of dressing
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and taught its significance. Otherwise, there is always
the danger that early wrong directions and mistaken
actions will damage our daughters’ dignity as grown
women. Let us particularly remember that observing
Islamic standards of dress is not just a way of pro-
tecting our daughters, but also a means of fostering
splendor and grace among Muslim women. Women
who dress according to Islamic principles will always
be manifestations of dignity and virtue. Such a pres-
ence evokes only feelings of respect in the hearts of
others.

Q - What is a man’s responsibility to-
wards his family’s moral education?

To support the religious and moral growth of
women and children, assisting their education in
the ways that will bring them eternal happiness,
are among the most significant duties of men. The
Qur’an states:

O you who believe! Save yourselves and your fam-
ilies from a fire whose fuel is men and stones ... (66:6)

The full scope of this task encompasses the
members of our families, our relatives, our neighbors
and ultimately everybody in the country according
to their positions and potentials; because just as fam-
ilies shape their greater environment, so also does
the greater environment shape our families.
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A father should pay attention to his family’s
Quranic education and inspire them with a love for
worshipping Allah. At the same time, it is necessary
for him to teach his family the manners and customs
of society. To address both needs, when children
reach at the age of primary school, it is wise for a
father to send them to summer schools for learn-
ing Quran. Later, when they graduate from primary
school, full-time Qur’anic school is an excellent idea.
This is important especially for girls. We should never
forget that the most valuable legacy that parents can
leave for their children is a happy life in the Here-
after. How happy are those who help their children
to memorize the entire Quran and adorn them with
the beauties of the Qur'an! According to a hadith:

If anyone recites the Quran and acts according
to its teachings, on the Day of Judgment his parents
will be crowned with a crown whose light, if it were
among you, would be better than the light of the sun
in all the dwellings of this world. So imagine the light
of the person who acts according to the teachings! (Abu
Dawud, Witr, 14).

Today people make great efforts and pay great
amounts of money to learn foreign languages and
draw comparisons among colleges based on their
success in teaching languages. On the other hand we
have come to ignore and even belittle, our Quranic
schools. Yet leaving our children deprived of the
spirit of the Quran is a very sad situation. And we
forget that the greatest success, which may well save
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our lives in the Hereafter, is to be able to leave behind
good children, who will pray for us.

Our children should be raised aware of the
Quranic spirit and its blessings. They should par-
ticularly be taught the parables of the prophets in
the Qur'an and their messages. In the contemporary
world, supporting our children’ faith is a necessity
if we are to protect them from the dangers of athe-
ism. Besides offering them Qurianic education, we
should also teach our children the life and Sunna of
the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him), since
he is the living interpretation of the Qur’an. In order
to properly learn the meaning of his life and to har-
monize with it, we need to follow in his footsteps and
try to be like him.

If parents neglect their tasks and do not give
their children proper religious education, those chil-
dren will grow up under the influence of the media
and the materialistic life styles they promote. Televi-
sion will turn into their mother. It will feed them,
condition their imagination and thinking and even
shape their physical appearance. Once this state of
affairs takes hold, there is only one job left for parents
to do and that is to fulfill their children’s requests.

It is even more unfortunate for parents when
children fall into the traps of immoral websites and
TV programs. Ignoring them is a signal for the pun-
ishment of the parents. The simplest illustration of
the danger is that today’s children know the names
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and lives of many sports figures and celebrities and
try to be like them. Yet they do not even know the
names of their own prophets, let alone their exem-
plary lives! This means that the children are actually
being raised by football players and movie stars. Par-
ents now get the trouble of feeding their children’s
physical bodies, but the children’s spirits are fed by
strangers. How long can a society and a culture sur-
vive under these conditions? If we are to succeed in
the battle of cultures, we must be very careful about
our children’s education. We must educate them ac-
cording to Islamic principles. Our children must
grow up from their own roots.

Islam promotes certain standards of dress; they
are proper to human dignity. One of them is the
prohibition of wearing tight and transparent clothes
that reveal the body. When the Messenger of Allah
(peace and blessings be upon him) saw Aisha’s sis-
ter Asma’ wearing a transparent dress, he turned his
head away.

He said, “O Asma’, once a woman reaches puber-
ty, it does not suit her to display any of the parts of her
body except this and this,” and he pointed to her face
and hands. (Abu Dawud, Libas, 31)

These are basic Islamic principles formulated to
prevent behavior which is not appropriate to human
dignity. Men and women must act together to ob-
serve these principles.
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Even before children reach the age of puberty,
parents must separate the rooms of their daughters
and their sons. This is something that needs to be
done in order to mature them spiritually and shape
their personalities.

Q - What are the responsibilities of men
for the protection of their families?

A man has to protect his family from all kinds
of negative influences. A father should keep children
away from friends and places that may spoil their
religion and morality, from the immoral shows on
television, from vicious and worthless books and
magazines. In short, protecting the family from at-
tacks arriving both inside and outside the home is
the responsibility of men.

Q - Is there anything else which men
should be particularly careful about in
the guidance of their families?

Men should observe the religious limits. Un-
less it is absolutely necessary, they should stay away
from places where men and women work together.
If a man has to work in such a place, he should con-
trol his eyes and his acts; he should always observe
the manners of our religion. If he is an employer, he
should arrange the working hours and workplaces
of male and female employees so as to eliminate the
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necessity of working in a mixed environment. If he
needs to work privately with someone, staying alone
together far from the eyes of others, he must choose
that person from among his male employees. Such
a condition is called khalwat al-sahiha, “true seclu-
sion,” which is forbidden between unrelated men and
women according to Islamic law. Because of the risk
of true seclusion, a male employer should not seek to
employ female secretaries, whatever the excuse. Un-
fortunately, today many families are destroyed just
because these principles are not followed.

A wise man leaves his business life out of his
home. He does not bring his problems home.

An intelligent and insightful man forgives his
family members’ worldly mistakes and approaches
them with mercy and compassion. He keeps his
wife’s secrets and deficiencies from everybody.

However, he does not ignore his family’s faults
in religious matters. He seriously confronts errors
when they occur and heads off in advance mistakes
that might be committed because of laziness or ig-
norance. He meticulously does everything possible
to support the religious education of his family. He
teaches his children himself as much as he can and
when necessary, he also gets professional help from
effective scholars. These things, too, are among the
responsibilities of the father.

A husband should speak pleasantly and gen-
tly with his wife; he should not alienate her by ap-
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proaching her rudely and harshly. The Messenger of
Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) says:

The best of you is the one who is best in his treat-
ment Of women. (Tirmidhi, Rada, 11. See also Abu Dawud,
Sunna, 15; Ibn Maja, Nikah, 50)

A man should consult with his wife in fam-
ily matters and should not give her responsibilities
heavier than she can handle. He should help his wife
with child care and discipline, because both child care
and housework may exhaust her. Helping women in
their work will increase mutual love and strengthen
family ties.

A husband should pray for the welfare of his
wife. He should not go on long trips without tell-
ing her in advance. He should also not bring guests
home without getting her consent first. He should
never insist that his wife go out in front of strangers
to serve them. He should keep his family away from
mixed environments as much as possible.

Q - If men follow the aforementioned
principles and properly perform their
responsibilities, what rewards do they
receive?

In a sense, Islam entrusts the family to the fa-
ther. Our tradition assigns him both particular rights
and also the particular responsibility of providing for
m all his family’s material and spiritual needs. That is
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the meaning of the leadership position is given to a
father.

A father is like the sun in the sky of a family; a
mother is like the moon, covered with veils of chas-
tity; and the children are like the stars.

A father who devotes his entire energy, power
and intelligence to his family’s welfare, discipline and
education of course deserves to be respected, loved
and obeyed. It is a great mistake to rebel against,
disobey, or talk disgracefully to such a father. This is
why the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him)
says:

Allaks pleasure is hidden in a father’s content-
ment and Allah’s anger is hidden in a father’s anger.
(Tirmidhi, Birr, 3)

Mother and children alike need to obey and re-
spect the father, who is the leader of the family. A
father’s significance can be felt especially when he is
gone. This is why family members should know a fa-
ther’s value before it is too late and try to get his good
prayers while he is alive. They should follow his law-
ful orders and should not fail in respect for him.
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The most compassionate parents are those
who prepare each other and their children
to be servants of Allah the Almighty.
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Q - A man and a woman build a home
and decide to share everything. What
are the primary matters they need to at-
tend to together?

We should always remember that there are two
great undertakings of life in common that have equal
significance: sharing happiness and joy and sharing
problems and burdens. Ideally, sharing is compre-
hensive, embracing every aspect of life, both spiritual
and material. It may seem easier to share happiness,
but sorrow and troubles also need to be shared. Hus-
bands and wives should support each other under
every circumstance: they should be like two hands
washing each other. Life cannot always be perfect.
We should not forget that there are ups and downs,
storms, twists and accidents in life. Life is full of un-
knowns and surprises and destiny is a divine secret.
This is why the greatest support for a believer is his
or her faith in Allah and submission to Allah’s will.
The second biggest support comes from a loving
spouse. It should not be forgotten that when desper-

ate and helpless people do not find the support they m
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need from their families, they are often dragged into
bigger problems. On the other hand, if a person in
trouble has a spiritually mature and understanding
family, any problem can be handled.

The soundness of a family depends on the spiri-
tual maturity and mutual understanding of its mem-
bers. This is the most significant requirement for at-
taining good results from a marriage. Mawlana Jala-
luddin Rumi’s famous words allude to this reality:

Listen to this truth from the rose, hear what it says:
“Why should I feel sad, why should I bemoan my life
among thorns? I won my ability to smile by keeping com-
pany with prickliness and through enduring that, I grew
able to disperse beauty and emit perfume to the world”

This rose is telling us, “Be like me!”

Q - What do we need to do in order to
establish a sound family structure?

First of all, happiness in a family can only be
achieved mutually. The foundations of mutual hap-
piness are:

1. Treat each other kindly;
2. Behave thoughtfully and maturely;
3. Put the other person first.

These habits can easily be attained by people
who pursue morality, intelligence, wisdom, sincerity
and mutual sensitivity as personal goals.
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In order to get along with each other, spouses
need five great qualities: piety, virtue, love, compas-
sion and fidelity. The importance of these qualities is
very obvious in our society now, since we hear of so
many tragedies emerging every day due to the lack
of them.

Piety and virtue are the basis of all other good
qualities in a family, just as they are in a society.
Homes where members live according to Islamic
principles bestow upon themselves and upon their
societies the happiness of both worlds. But when
members of a family move away from Islam, not only
the other family members but also the entire society
is negatively affected.

We do need to properly understand piety. A
person cannot be both pious and rude at the same
time. Islam is entirely composed of courtesy and
grace. As it is stated by a poet:

Manners are a crown made from the light of the
Lord

To be safe from all calamities, put on that crown
Rumi says:

My intelligence bent down to my ear and asked,
“What is religion?”

My heart replied, “Religion is good manners.”

The next great necessity, love, is the power con-
necting family members to each other and strength- m




O A Peaceful Home

ening their ties. When love decreases, the founda-
tions of a family start to collapse. Love has to be
mutual. A man will be loved by his family exactly as
much as he loves them. And love is not just a feeling,
it is an attitude: the more love increases, the more
hearts should be adorned by grace, courtesy and
respect. Love should not turn into thoughtless lev-
ity and certain manners should always be observed.
Love, mercy and other similar emotions must be
temperately expressed. Excessive love can damage
a relationship. Complete lack of love, however, may
lead those left hungry for it to search for it in bad
places. While excessive, selfish love will lead to over-
mastering possessiveness and jealousy, lack of love
can lead to lack of any care at all about the spouse’s
behavior. Both of these are disasters for a family.

One needs to be equally careful about excess
and deficiency of compassion. Too much mercy can
lead to supineness; it may end in the toleration of di-
sastrous mistakes. This is not mercy, but weakness
of heart. Lack of compassion, on the other hand,
hardens the heart and leads a person to oppression
and violence. Moderation in compassion gives good
results and brings happiness to a family. The most
compassionate parents are those who can wake up
their children for dawn prayer, thus preparing them
for eternal happiness.

As for fidelity, it is one of the most important
matters. Both parties must be careful to take it seri-
ously. Fidelity means to be honest and faithful in ev-
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ery aspect of life. Of course, each partner’s avoidance
of words and actions that might damage the other’s
confidence is very important for the continuity of
their marriage. It is also very important for partners
to value their faithfulness to each other, so that they
vigilantly protect their eyes and hearts from slipping
to outsiders. Spouses should meticulously observe
Islamic principles governing the interactions of men
and women in order to avoid falling into undesirable
situations. Actions and behaviors that run the risk of
provoking suspicion, gossip and doubts both damage
a person’s honor and reputation among people and
endanger a family’s future.

Another manifestation of fidelity and loyalty is
to respect and serve the parents of one’s spouse. Both
bride and groom should accustom themselves to
treating their fathers-in-law and mothers-in-law like
their own parents. They will soon enough find them-
selves in the same position, when their own children
get married! If they injure their in-laws, they may
very well face similar injury in the future.

Q - You have mentioned that it is a
man’s task to provide the sustenance of
his family. Does this responsibility neces-
sitate economy?

As we have mentioned before, providing for a
family’s needs is the responsibility of men. Howev-
er, this does not mean that men must immediately m
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provide everything a family member might desire.
Lawful and necessary demands should be responded
to according to the family’s financial means. When
someone’s every request is instantly fulfilled, it leads
to spoiling and spoiling can lead to depravity and
rebellion. In time, such a person will start thinking
only of his or her private benefit. He or she will come
to treat other family members like servants. This
is why a believer should control his or her desires,
even when the necessary financial means are avail-
able. The moderation of desires is a very important
discipline, indispensible if we are to reach spiritual
maturity and attain Allah’s pleasure. Patience is more
important when we have the means than when we
do not, because wealth continuously provokes self-
ishness.

Divine wisdom provides us with an educational
method that will help us to control our desires and
to spiritually mature. Allah the Almighty sometimes
refuses His servants’ supplications and wishes, some-
times accepts them and sometimes postpones them.
The object is to remind us servants not to attach our-
selves to the temporal world and to help us realize
that we are always in need of Allah’s assistance. Hu-
mans hate leaving this world even when we live un-
der severe conditions of poverty and want. Should we
be capable of fulfilling every whim, we would never
want to leave, or ever think about the Hereafter! Such
heedlessness drags people into ever-greater mistakes
and even into rebellion against Allah the Almighty.
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Adam (peace and blessings be upon him) made the
mistake of not wanting to leave Paradise and, as a
result, he was expelled from it. Therefore when our
children want something from us, we need to take
into consideration not just the possible problems it
may cause them in this world, but also what the ef-
fects may be for them on Judgment Day.

Of course, restricting expenditures too much, to
the level of stinginess and refusing to provide even
vital necessities can never be acceptable behavior. An
intelligent person follows a balanced path between
the two extremes. The Quran commends:

... those who, when they spend, are neither ex-
travagant nor parsimonious and (keep) between these
the just mean. (25:67)

The middle path is the balance of life. Stinginess
is abominable. Extravagance too is an unacceptable
quality for a Muslim. Even a wealthy Muslim is not
allowed to waste his or her wealth. Nobody has the
right to say, “This is my property and I can do with
it whatever I want” Wealth belongs to Allah the Al-
mighty. He has only entrusted it to people in this
world. On the Day of Judgment, He will question us
about where and how we spent our wealth. This is
expressed in the following verse:

And give to the near of kin his due and (to) the
needy and the wayfarer and do not squander wasteful-
ly. Surely the squanderers are the fellows of the devils
and the devil is ever ungrateful to his Lord. (17:26-27) m
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Islam prohibits all kinds of extravagance for
everybody. It does not matter whether the person
it waylays is the family’s father or mother: extrava-
gance in a family is a disease to be prevented. When
this disease penetrates into a person’s soul, it is really
difficult for that person to live in peace.

Today the disease we call “spending madness”
drags many people into dissatisfaction with what
they have and makes them treat abnormal expen-
ditures as normal. Constantly changing furniture,
appliances, cell phones, cars and other possessions,
even though they are in no need of change; buying
new clothes merely to follow new fashions; and in-
sisting on buying only certain pricey brands are all
destructive effects of this disease. The result of all this
futile expense is nothing other than disappointment
and frustration. Those who try to cover their costs
with credit cards, submitting themselves to usurious
transactions, are doomed to be devastated when their
financial means fall short. Finally the victims of this
disease will attempt to blame people around them for
not helping out. All this is the result of not using rea-
son and emotion together, in a balanced fashion.

Allah created poverty and wealth to test people’s
gratitude and patience. Therefore we should turn to
the blessing of patience in order to avoid contracting
spending madness. A believer should consider that
lack of means can help a servant to come closer to
his Lord. Meanwhile, even the wealthiest and most
heedless person in the world will remember Allah
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and ask His help when in danger. It is when we hu-
man beings feel our weakness that we recognize our-
selves. The messenger of Allah (peace and blessings
be upon him) expressed his own weakness like this:

Dear Lord! I cannot properly know You. I cannot
properly serve You.

Friends of Allah have suggested guidelines for
dress that are in accord with the varying spiritual
states of human beings.

At the level of Sharia, attire must fall within the
limits of the permitted and the forbidden.

At the level of the tarigah, attire should be gov-
erned by necessity.

At the level of Hagiqa, concern with dress and
appearance is inconceivable.

The best principle is to wear clean and simple
clothes and then not let the matter occupy one’s
heart.

Islam has produced principles to help us under-
stand not only how to earn wealth, but also how to
spend it. If we cannot find anything productive to
do with our money at home and as a result begin to
waste it on pointless indulgences, we should remem-
ber the unfortunate people in the world and think
about helping them. If we have already been helping
them, then it is time to increase the amount of sup-
port. Those who are aware that the poor have rights
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over their wealth cannot spend it extravagantly. The
Qur’an teaches:

And spend in the way of Allah and cast not
yourselves to perdition with your own hands and do
good (to others); surely Allah loves the doers of good.
(2:195)

It should not be forgotten that there will be se-
rious questioning in the next world for every single
penny wasted. Meanwhile, in this world, there are
many impoverished people who are struggling to
survive.

All believers should reflect upon the many gifts
Allah has bestowed upon us and be thankful for
them all. We should recall that we are sleeping with
full stomachs, while so many people in the world are
hungry and thirsty. We are safe and secure, while so
many people live in danger. We are sheltered in warm
houses, while there are people freezing in the world.
These are great blessings of Allah the Almighty; how-
ever they also place heavy responsibilities upon the
shoulders of the believers.

This sort of reflection must be a well-established
feature of our lives. As a matter of fact, Caliph ‘Umar
(may Allah be pleased with him), who is reported
to have said, “Question yourselves before you come to
be questioned,” used to reflect upon his responsibili-
ties every night. He said, “If, during my government,
a sheep were to fall into the Tigris and drown, I am
afraid that Allah the Almighty will hold me account-




Things that Men and Women Need to Pay Attention O

able for it on the Day of Judgment” He regularly
asked himself, “O ‘Umar! What did you do today for
Allal’s sake?”

We should ask ourselves how many times we
have felt such emotions. On how many nights, after
a long work day, have we questioned our hearts in
such contemplation? Those who achieve this level of
reflection attain a new characteristic that gives them
spiritual peace and tranquility. It is contentment.

Contentment is the greatest wealth in the world.
A person’s level of spiritual wealth can be measured
by his level of contentment. Contented people know
how to be satisfied what they have. They are not
greedy to get more. This leads them to accept their
situation in life and eases their minds about it. How-
ever, contentment should never be misunderstood as
laziness and the abandonment of working for a liv-
ing! On the contrary, contentment with Allah’s bless-
ings only begins to take effect after we have commit-
ted ourselves to working within lawful limits. Those
who are satisfied with what they have also strive to
help others. Those who are not contented always
more and instead of helping others, continually de-
mand help for themselves.

We call the Prophetic era the Age of Happiness
(‘asr al-sa’ada). The community of those days was
one in which all these and many other merits were
manifested. It was a community that attained the
furthest horizons of wusla - spiritual union. It was m
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blessed time of knowing Allah and His Messenger
(peace and blessings be upon him) intimately. In that
community, people took worldly expectations and
benefits out of their hearts. They viewed their prop-
erty and their lives alike as means of coming closer
to Allah and His Messenger. Faith was a pleasure
and mercy was endless. Serving the creation of Al-
lah the Almighty was way of life. To imitate what the
Messenger of Allah did was the greatest ideal of the
Companions. All of the counsels and warnings of the
Prophet were accepted as sacred orders and observed
meticulously.

The whole society of that time lived in content-
ment. Extravagance, luxury, excessive spending,
greed and ostentation were qualities that the Com-
panions did not know. They were aware of the fact
that, as the saying goes, “tomorrow, the grave will be
the residence of our souls” They placed Allah and
His Messenger at the center of all their social rela-
tions. Although they had once been an ignorant
community, after they were admitted to the school of
faith, they achieved one of the greatest civilizations
of history. Their hearts lived with the constant ques-
tions: “What does Allah require of me? What might
the Messenger of Allah like to see from me?” For
them, all of life was connected to Allah’s pleasure.
Among them, mercy and compassion deepened and
sensitivity toward observing the rights of others and
doing justice, reached its apex. For the Companions,
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the most joyful moments of life were the times when
they conveyed the message of Allah to others.

Today, we should seek to follow in the footsteps
of the Companions in order to reach the same spiri-
tual levels they reached and to live in a peaceful and
tranquil society, as they did. Mothers and fathers
should seek to embody these beauties and to raise
their children according to these principles.

It is particularly important that parents always
treat their children equally and observe justice be-
tween them. People may not be able to control their
inner feelings, but at least the outward expression of
those feelings ought not to produce inequality among
children. For instance, when something is purchased
for one child, the same thing, or something simi-
lar, needs to be bought for the others. When one of
them is kissed, the others should not be neglected.
In short, parents should never allow jealousy to take
root among their children.

People also need to search out residences in
good neighborhoods and to be careful in their re-
lationships with neighbors and relatives who show
weakness in morality and religion. They should nev-
er put their own children in danger while hoping to
correct other people’s faults.
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If we want perfect children, let us first attempt
to be perfect parents.
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Q - How should families take care of dis-
ciplining children?

First of all, we should be very clear that children
are divine trusts to us and sprout from our own es-
sence. For sensitive souls, the melodies of happiness
at home begin with the soothing music of happy
children.

As it is expressed in the traditions of the Proph-
et (peace and blessings be upon him), children are
“flowers of Paradise,” “fruit of hearts,” and “divine
blessings.” Children are the best blessings of our Lord.
How can anyone forget the joy at the birth of a first
child? Children’s smiles are like gifts from Paradise.
For a mother to discipline, raise and contribute fine
children to society is therefore the most honorable
of occupations. A mother’s heart is the first school
of a child: here the child receives its basic training.
In addition, righteous generations raised with great
care will be protective shields between their parents
and Hellfire. One of the most important duties of
parents is to equip their children with Islamic virtues
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and good character. Yet it is not merely the central
duty of parents to raise faithful and upright children:
it also is a guarantee of receiving continuous rewards
until the end of time.

Children are exceptional fruits of family hap-
piness and a strong connection between the mother
and the father. They are the most valuable trusts of
Allah to the parents. People’s responsibilities are ex-
pressed in the following saying of the Prophet (peace
and blessings be upon him):

All of you are guardians and are responsible for
your charges: ... a man is a guardian of his family and
is responsible for his charge; and a woman is guardian
of the household of her husband and is responsible for
her charge ... (Bukhari, Wasaya, 9; Muslim, Imara, 20)

The Qur’an says:

O you who believe! Save yourselves and your fam-
ilies from a fire whose fuel is men and stones ... (66:6)

The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be
upon him) explains this verse, saying:

Keep them away from committing the things pro-
hibited by Allah the Almighty and encourage them to
perform good deeds. That is the way to save them from
Hellfire. (Alusi, XXVIII, 156)
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Q - From what basis should childrearing
begin? Can using physical punishment
be an acceptable method of discipline?
What is the role of family in discipline
and about what should families be care-

ful?

Discipline of children should begin with the
training of parents; such an important job can only
be successfully performed with the benefit of proper
training. How can inadequate parents discipline their
children? As the poet says,

He, himself, is a dodderer in need of help
How is he supposed to help others?

Thus if child discipline begins starts parent dis-
cipline, it will yield more effective results. Again, as it
is expressed by the poet Seyri:

Father, pillar of the family, must be upright and
strong

Mother, heart of the family, must be a rose, sweet
and warm

With all this in mind, we can summarize the ba-
sic principles to which parents need to pay attention
as follows:

a. A spiritually meaningful name must be giv-
en to the child. At the head of the rights of a child
upon its parents comes “to be given a good name,’
because the meaning of the name influences the per-
sonality of the child. In other words, the meaning of
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the child’s name manifests itself upon the child. In a
narration reported by Tabari, it is stated:

“The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be
upon him) had a milk camel brought and asked, “Who
shall milk this camel?” A man stood up. The Messenger
of Allah asked, “What is your name?” The man said
“Murra (bitterness).”

The Messenger of Allah said to him, “Sit down.”

Again he said, “Who shall milk it?” A man stood
up and the Messenger of Allah asked, “What is your
name?” He said, “Jamra (fire).”

The Messenger of Allah said, “Sit down.”

Yet again he said, “Who milks this camel?” A man
stood up and the Messenger of Allah asked him, “What
is your name?” The man said, “Ya ‘ish (he lives).” Then
the Messenger of Allah gave him the job of milking the
camel. (Tabarani, Mu'jam, XXII, 277; Muwatta, Istizan, 24)

b. For the spiritual development of their chil-
dren, parents must be very sensitive about the reli-
gious lawfulness of what they eat.

c. Children grow up by imitating their parents
in every aspect of their lives. Imitation, learning from
example, is the essential characteristic of children.
This is why parents must display exemplary behav-
ior for them to imitate. For instance, if a child grows
up in a family environment where the parents always
dispute, then he or she will be affected by the atmo-
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sphere and will most likely become ill-tempered. A
child raised up in a peaceful and tranquil environ-
ment, on the other hand, will most likely grow up
with good manners and become a decent person.

d. Children’s behavior must always be under
their parents’ control, yet children should never feel
that they are being controlled. They should be pre-
vented from doing, in secret, bad things that they
cannot do openly. Otherwise their character weak-
ens and they become two-faced. The first manifesta-
tion of this condition is lying and hypocrisy.

e. Childrens good deeds should be praised
and rewarded, but their mistakes also should not
be ignored. Just as rewarding good behaviors tends
to make those behaviors permanent, so leaving of-
fenses unpunished similarly incorporates them into
a child’s character. Childhood errors need to be tak-
en seriously, because repeated bad actions may turn
into addictions.

f. Unnecessary and constant punishment also
has a negative impact upon children. For instance, if
a child accidentally breaks a utensil in the kitchen,
he or she should not be reprimanded, because acci-
dents happen to everybody. Punishing children for
accidents will create resentment, which may lead
them to resist right behaviors that parents approve:
they will do the opposite of whatever they are told
to do. Therefore parents must be very sensitive and
must not punish their children for accidental mis-
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takes. However, we should never ignore or tolerate
mistakes that might affect their morality.

It is also very important, when correcting mis-
takes, to make it clear to the child what was wrong
about the action. It is only when a child grasps and
accepts a mistake that he or she will be ready to profit
from education. Otherwise, the child will continue
to think the action right and will begin to blame the
parents for injustice.

g. Therefore, also, when religious obligations
and prohibitions are taught, children must be con-
vinced about their reasons.

h. Proper manners and moral principles are
essential. Wealthy families in particular should be
careful to teach their children to treat their friends
nicely. Rudeness and arrogance should be prevented.
It is helpful to teach them the story of Qarun from
the 28th chapter of the Qurian - in simple words, so
that they can understand.

i. Within the limits of lawfulness, children
should be allowed to “live their childhood” Howev-
er, just as they should not be placed under too much
pressure, they should also not be left too much to their
own devices. Too much idleness leads the growing
personality astray. Too much pressure, on the other
hand, crushes character and makes children either
timid or rebellious. Children at the age of puberty are
particularly inclined to be rebellious against their par-
ents. This is why parents need to make every effort to
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fill their children’s time with appropriate activities in
order to raise them as virtuous people.

j. Children need to be reminded of the bless-
ings of Allah the Almighty and should be accustomed
to show gratitude. They need to be raised according
to the principles illustrated by the life of the Prophet
(peace and blessings be upon him).

k. From an early age, children should be en-
couraged to develop habits of “worshiping Allah and
serving humanity” Beyond simple habit formation,
they should also be taught the meaning of our obliga-
tions of worship and service.

In short, if we want perfect children, let us first
attempt to be perfect parents.

The true root of proper child discipline can only
be parental love. Our children are entrusted to us by
Allah; to love them and care for them is a means for
us to reach happiness in this world and in the Hereaf-
ter. If we do not raise a decent generation, we will find
ourselves alone in this world and later in the grave. We
should not forget that the grave will be our ultimate
residence. Let us treat our children accordingly!

Q - What should mothers be sensitive
to with regard to a child’s discipline and
education?

As the proverb says, “A mother is a school” The
mother’s heart is the child’s classroom. Because a
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mother stays with her children at home more often
than anybody else, she will be the first and most ef-
fective role model to leave permanent traces in the
souls of her children.

Every word coming out of a mother’s mouth is
like a brick in the edifice of the personality of her
child. Mothers are the greatest source of mercy, the
teachers of mercy. It becomes harder to educate chil-
dren who are devoid of a mother’s discipline, since
discipline imposed without an underlying percep-
tion of mercy naturally produces rebellion. People of
high character are usually to be found among those
who were raised by a righteous mother.

A righteous and self-sacrificing mother, who
shoulders many precious and difficult duties like the
care of a home, the discipline of children and the
thoughtful service of a husband, deserves immense
love, deep respect and lifelong gratitude. Virtuous
and serious Muslims from all over the Muslim lands
have left us many beautiful illustrative examples of
proper respect for mothers. First among these is, of
course, the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings
be upon him). He visited his foster mother Halima
(may Allah be pleased with her) every week. He used
to lay his cloak on the ground and invite her to sit on
it. Every time his foster mother entered the room, he
stood up out of respect.

Mothers, who have the opportunity and time
to be in close connection with their children, should
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take hints about discipline and education from the
lives of the Companions of the Prophet. Women
Companions who were mothers got their own spiri-
tual education from the Prophet. They used to coun-
sel their children, too, to visit him regularly. Hudhay-
fa (may Allah be pleased with him) told this story:

One day mother one day asked me, “When was
the last time that you visited the Prophet (peace and
blessings be upon him)?”

I said, “T haven't seen him for a few days” She
got very upset and reproached me. Finally I told her,
“Please stop being angry at me! Let me go visit the
Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon
him) right away and pray the evening prayer with
him. Then I'll ask him to pray to Allah the Almighty
for our forgiveness.” (Tirmidhi, Managib, 30; Ahmad b.
Hanbal, Musnad, V, 391-92)

We need to protect our children from extrava-
gance and all kinds of extremism. We should give
them respectable, meaningful names, introduce
them to the Noble Qurian and familiarize their pure
hearts with the pleasures of praying, helping others
and giving charity. We should also, as much as we
can, avoid showing any kind of negative behavior
that could increase selfishness in them. Children are
like tape recorders. They are inclined to record and
imitate everything they see. For instance, let’s imag-
ine what kind of damage the following incident could

do, once recorded in a child’s pure memory. m




O A Peaceful Home

A beggar, old and sick, knocks on the door of a
family’s home to ask for help. The father of the house-
hold reprimands the man; his daughter observes this.
The little girl asks, “Daddy, why are you breaking the
poor man’s heart?”

The coldhearted father replies, “Don’t pay atten-
tion to him! These kinds of people are not ashamed
to be a burden on others. When they succeed in get-
ting money, they just waste it. Maybe they are even
richer than we are!”

Meanwhile, because of his dire need, the poor
man at the door keeps asking, “For the sake of Allah,
please help me!”

The father’s anger grows worse. He shouts, “Get
out of here, you shameless man!”

Perhaps some of us are acquainted with such
scenes. But wouldn’t any little girl who saw such a
thing and loved her father, begin to lose her feelings
of compassion? Is it not likely that she herself might
become a coldhearted person who feels nothing for
the sufferings of the others?

Mindful of the educational effects of actions,
when my own father Musa Efendi (may Allah bless
his soul) wanted to give something to a needy person,
he sometimes gave it through the hands of children.
In this way we all became accustomed to helping oth-
ers. On one occasion, people came around collecting
donations for an important cause. My father watched
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the seven-year-old boy sitting next to him. The little
boy, unaware of being observed, dropped his small
amount of pocket money into the donation box. He
had obviously been affected by the generosity of the
adults around him. After my father saw what the little
boy did, he called him aside. After praising his good
deed, he told the child, “You did well, my boy! If you
hadn’t given anything, it would have made me sad”

This story is just one example of the many we
might call to mind, all of which prove how children
imitate the acts of the adults around them.

We should keep in mind that traditions of the
Prophet suggest that girls need more attention than
boys. The Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him)
says:

Anyone who has three daughters and provides for
them, clothes them, shows mercy to them, assists in
their marriages and keeps assisting them afterwards,
will definitely enter Paradise. (Abu Dawud, Adab, 121; Ibn
Hanbal, II1, 97)

and

“If someone raises two girls to maturity in kind-
ness, on the Day of Resurrection, he and I will be like
this” - and he interlaced his fingers (to show the de-
gree of nearness between him and that person). (Mus-
lim, Birr, 149; See also Tirmidhi, Birr, 13)

This narration informs us how we should treat
our children, especially our daughters. m
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Another important point with regard to child-
rearing is the matter of physical abuse. The beating of
children cannot be accepted under any circumstanc-
es. In order to prevent children’s bad behavior, some
precautions may be taken, but beating can never be
among them. Beating turns our young people — our
future! - either into cowards, or into indecent and
shameless people. It is clear that the Prophet (peace
and blessings be upon him) prohibited beating even
in the discipline of animals, let alone human beings.
When our mother " Alisha was given a camel as a gift,
he warned her about training it in these words:

“O 'Alisha! Kindness is not found in anything
without adding to its beauty and is not withdrawn
from anything without making it defective.” (Muslim,
Birr, 78; See also Abu Dawud, Adab, 10)

A mother’s heart can control the outbursts of
family members, especially the obstinacy of her chil-
dren.

A pious mother is like an embrace of divine mer-
cy. That is why the Prophet said: “Paradise is under
the feet of mothers...” Since the seeds of our happiness
are sown in the hearts of our mothers, the Messen-
ger of Allah insisted upon love for mothers. When he
(peace and blessings be upon him) was asked who is
most entitled to be treated with the highest respect,
he said three times, “Your mother” Only after that
did he say, “Your father” (Bukhari, Adab, 2; Muslim, Birr,
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1, 2; See also Ibn Maja, Wasaya, 4; Abu Dawud, Adab, 120; Tir-
midhi, Birr, 1)

Q - How should a woman treat her
husbands children from his earlier
marriage(s)?

She should accept them as if they were her own
children. It is important that she not hold her at-
tention, compassion, mercy and service away from
them. All his life, the Prophet showed respect to the
mother of Hadrat *Ali, Fatima bint Asad (may Allah
be pleased with them both), because she had protect-
ed him and treated him (peace and blessings be upon
him), like her own son. When she passed away, the
Prophet prayed over her body, saying:

O my mother! May Allah have mercy on your
soul. You were my second mother after my real mother.
You would stay hungry, yet feed me; you would not
clothe yourself, yet you clothed me; you would hold
yourself away from good food, yet you let me eat it;
and in doing all this, you sought nothing other than
Allah’s contentment and eternal salvation.

The Prophet ordered the body to be washed
three times. Then he dressed her with his own shirt;
she was enshrouded wearing his shirt. The Messen-
ger of Allah helped in digging her grave and after-
wards he lay down in it and prayed for her. (Tabarani,
Mu’jam al-Kabir, XXIV, 351-52; Hakim, III, 116-17)




O A Peaceful Home

The Prophet’s love, respect and gratitude for his
foster mother’s care should certainly be an example
for us. Yet, let us not forget how fine an example is set
by his foster mother’s compassion, care, education,
gentle treatment and kind words toward him! By tak-
ing pains and leaving precious memories in the mind
of an orphan, this great mother won the veneration
of a people, as well as eternal divine mercy.

Let us not neglect to mention that fathers, too,
should be mature enough to treat their wives™ chil-
dren by previous marriages in the same fashion as
their own children if they are to live together.

Q - Could you give us some examples
from the life of our Prophet (peace and
blessings be upon him) illustrating his
dealing with children?

The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be
upon him) always treated children with compassion.
He used to kiss them and comb their hairs with his
fingers. He was not fond of people who did not show

affection to children; he considered them rude and
harsh.

According to the report of Alisha (may Allah
be pleased with her), one day the Prophet was play-
ing with his grandsons and kissing them. A Bedouin
came up to him and remarked,
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“You (people) kiss the children! We don’t kiss
them.”

The Prophet said, “T cannot put mercy in your
heart after Allah has taken it away from it.” (Bukhari,
Adab, 22)

On a similar occasion, Allah’s Apostle kissed his
grandson al-Hasan bin ‘Ali while al-Aqra’ bin Ha-
bis at-Tamim was sitting beside him. Al-Aqra’ said,
‘T have ten children and I have never kissed a single
one of them”

Allah’s Messenger cast a look at him and said,
“Whoever is not merciful to others will not be treated
mercifully.”

If we take a lesson from these traditions, we see
that Muslims’ hearts should be full of affection, love
and mercy toward children, who are Allah’s trusts to
us. We should also be aware of where and how we are
supposed to manifest our love and mercy.

Once, the Prophet was holding his small grand-
son in his lap when the child urinated on him. Umm
Fadl (may Allah be pleased with her) was shocked
and began to scold the boy. The Prophet (peace and
blessings be upon him) stopped her, saying, “You're
hurting my son! May Allah have mercy on you.” In this
way he gave a strong example of the importance of
tolerating the inadvertent offenses of children.

Sometimes the Messenger of Allah prayed while
his grandsons were on his lap and sometimes he let
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them climb on his back while he was prostrating. He
told the Companions who wanted to interfere, “Let
the boys have fun.”

Again, once when the Messenger of Allah heard
a child crying during formal prayers, he shortened
the prayer as much as possible. Afterwards he told
the congregation, “Don’t you know that their crying
makes me sad?”

Anas (may Allah be pleased with him), who
served the Prophet as a young boy, narrates:

I served the Messenger of Allah (peace and
blessings be upon him) for ten years and, by Allah,
he never said to me a single harsh word and he never
asked me about anything why I had done that, or
why I had not done that. (Bukhari, Sawm, 53; Manaqib, 23;
Muslim, Fada'il, 82)

Children who were raised next to the Prophet
were adorned with special beauties and insights. An-
other exemplary incident is the report narrated by
Sahl b. Sa'd (may Allah be pleased with him):

Allah’s Messenger was offered something to
drink and drank some of it. On his right was a boy
and on his left were some elderly people. He said to
the boy, “May I give this to these older people first?”

The young boy was very wise and said, “O Mes-
senger of Allah! I will not give up my share from you
to somebody else.” Upon hearing that, the Messenger
of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) placed
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the cup in the hand of that boy at the expense of the
elderly Companions. (Bukhari, Ashriba’, 19)

In another report:

On a day when the Prophet was staying at the
house of his daughter Fatima, his grandsons, Hasan
and Husayn, asked him for some water (may Allah
be pleased with them all). Allah’s Messenger gave the
water first to Hasan. From this, Fatima guessed that
the Prophet loved Hasan more. The Messenger of Al-
lah said, “No, Hasan was the first to ask for water” And
then he added: “When it comes to gifts, treat your chil-
dren equally. If I had wanted to privilege anyone over
others, I would have preferred girls.” (Ibn Hanbal, I, 101;
Ibn Hajar, al-Matalib al-Aliya, 1V, 69; Haythami, IV, 153)

Our Prophet emphasized the significance of
child discipline in many of his sayings.

Give treats to your children and raise them well.
(Ibn Maja, Adab, 3)

A father cannot give his child a better gift than
good discipline. (Tirmidhi, Birr, 33)

It is better for a Muslim to instruct his [or her]
child in even one good characteristic than to give a
heaping measure of food in charity. (Tirmidhi, Birr, 33)

When a person dies, all of his acts come to an end
but three: charity that recurs, knowledge that brings
benefit, or a pious child who prays for him. (Muslim,
Wasiyya, 14; Tirmidhi, Ahkam, 36)
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Among the rights of a child upon his [or her] fa-
ther are a spiritually meaningful name and good man-
ners (Bayhaqi, Shu ‘ab al-Iman, VI, 401-02)

Anyone who has three daughters and provides for
them, clothes them, shows mercy to them, assists in
their marriages and keeps assisting them afterwards,
will definitely enter Paradise. (Abu Dawud, Adab, 121; Ibn
Hanbal, III, 97)

“If someone raises two girls to maturity in kind-
ness, on the Day of Resurrection, he and I will be like
this” - and he interlaced his fingers (to show the
degree of nearness between him and that person).
(Muslim, Birr, 149; See also Tirmidhi, Birr, 13)

If someone has three daughters and is patient
with them and clothes them from his wealth, they will
be a shield against the Fire for him. (Bukhari, Zakat, 10;
Adab, 18; Muslim, Birr, 147; See also Tirmidhi, Birr, 13)

Q - Are there any other Companions
who, like Anas, were raised by the
Prophet ?

There are many Companions like Anas. Ali
(may Allah be pleased with him) comes at the head of
the list. ‘Ali was one of the Prophet’s first cousins. He
filled his soul with wisdom under the auspices of the
Messenger of Allah. *Ali became the gate of knowl-
edge and the first link in the chain of Sufi masters, a
lineage that will continue until the end of days.
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"Ali’s brother Ja'far al-Tayyar was another ex-
emplary manifestation of love for the Prophet and
was also spiritually reared by him.

Fatima, the daughter of the Messenger of Allah,
became the great lady of the Muslims. Because of her
high manners and her compassionate protection of
her blessed father, she was called “the mother of her
father” One of her sons, Hasan, became the crown of
the lineage of Sayyids and the other, Husayn, became
the crown of the lineage of Sharifs.

Mus'ab b. Umayr (may Allah be pleased with
him) refused the wealth of his pagan family and pre-
ferred to be next to the Prophet. He became a match-
less symbol of altruism and sacrifice. His love for Al-
lah’s Messenger was so great that he even gave his life
for him.

Usama b. Zayd was appointed as the commander
of the Muslim army when he was twenty years old.

There are many more young Companions who
were trained by the Prophet (peace and blessings be
upon him), but I think these examples are enough
for now.

Q - Sir; if you don’t mind, we also would
like to hear to some reminiscences from
your own childhood years.

Everybody naturally retains many stories from
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childhood. Some of them leave deep marks. I would
like to share some of my memories.

My childhood passed in Erenkoy. In those days
there were gardens around the houses. On the first
floors of the houses there were rooms for the enter-
tainment of guests and these were the sites of many
friendly and lively gatherings.

Houses were especially filled with guests for
fast-break dinners during the month of Ramadan.
Every night people from different walks of life used
to be invited for these iftar dinners. After dinner, the
guests were presented with gifts that were commonly
known as “tooth rent” Depending on the guests, the
gift sometimes was a length of fabric and sometimes
was a sum of money in an envelope. After the spe-
cial Ramadan tarawih prayer, hot tea was served and
all the guests chatted about their own worlds. Those
were wonderful times of socializing and joining of
hearts.

Another wonderful thing in those days was the
relations of the neighbors. People treated their neigh-
bors like relatives. We (I mean the children) used to
confuse who was a relative and who was a neighbor.
Wealthy neighbors embraced the needy ones with
compassion. Residents of the neighborhood acted
together to take care of the needs of the poor and to
help the girls make their wedding preparations.

In those days, tuberculosis was a common epi-
demic. There was not enough medicine. Residents of
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the neighborhood felt sorry for the sick people. Pa-
tients were treated in hospitals located in the woods,
because it was the only place they could breathe fresh
air and feel better. Unfortunately, dying at an early
age was a common. Compassionate neighbors gave
the patients food, which was believed to strengthen
their blood.

Visiting the sick was the first thing for any fam-
ily to do. Depending on their financial means, they
took soup or dessert with them and their visits were
short.

Funerals were similar. Prayers used to be said in
congregation. For three days, food was prepared for
the household of the deceased by the neighbors.

Fifty years ago, a refrigerator was a very rare ap-
pliance. In order to keep something cool, it used be
placed in a jar and lowered down in a well. Neighbors
who own a refrigerator used to give their neighbors
ice in the evening. It was the duty of the children to
take the ice to the neighbors. In this way they were
accustomed to altruism, charity, solidarity and serv-
ing others at a very early age.

In my childhood, the coast of Erenkoy was not
so crowded. There was a two-meter-wide beach on
the coast. We used to make sandcastles on the beach.
Sometimes we had fights about the boundaries of
our castles. We would blame each other, saying, “You
trespassed across my borders — no, you crossed into
mine!” Eventually a wave would come and destroy
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all of our castles. When I look back, I see that there is
little difference between our childhood fights and the
fights of older people. When people get old, they be-
come slaves to selfish pleasures; however, in the end,
everything goes with the wave of the last breath.

The most exiting day was the day when the adhan
or call to prayer was returned from Turkish to its orig-
inal Arabic form. Everybody woke up early at dawn to
listen to the call for the dawn prayer. That night was
like the night of a holiday.” It was like the day when
Bilal Habashi (may Allah be pleased with him) went
to recite the very first adhan. It was as if the morning
breeze were carrying the tune of the adhan from Me-
dina. To hear the adhan in its Arabic form had been
an ardent longing in the hearts of our people. Hearing
it brought the sort of feeling that people feel when they
are coming back from a journey abroad. May Allah
protect our adhan and our flag, our country and our
nation, from all kinds of dangers. May He keep us far
away from all types of evil. Amin!

Q - Were there any personalities who af-
fected you in your childhood?

The two great figures who affected me most in
childhood were my mom and dad. In addition, I also
had a very pleasant environment.

5. In 1930s and 1940s, adhan used to be recited in Tur -
ish, but after eighteen years it was returned to its original
Arabic form on June 16" 1950 by Prime Minister Adnan
Menderes.
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My mother was like an angel. At every oppor-
tunity, she would inspire us with love for the friends
of Allah. She adorned our hearts with spiritual beau-
ties. After she had her second child, she memorized
the whole Qur’an. Her admiration and love for the
Noble Quran have always influenced me deeply.

My father, on the other hand, (may Allah bless
his soul) was a monumental personality in my life.
With his exemplary love for Allah, sincerity, piety,
manners and dignity, he was a man of lofty hori-
zons. In those days the Imam Hatip High Schools®
had only recently been founded and there were not
many opportunities for their graduates. Nonetheless
our father, with great joy, registered us to an Imam
Hatip High School. We stayed in the school dor-
mitory in our senior year. Our teachers took us on
school trips to historical sites, mosques and Ottoman
palaces. This taught us about what our predecessors
had done for the sake of Islam and the country. They
always urged us to be a generation worthy to be their
successors. From time to time they took us to visit
contemporary religious scholars and so introduced
us to men of high spirituality.

My father’s love for the poor was like a vast sea.
When poor people accepted his help, he would go
to visit them in a mood of thankfulness. When he
gave them money, he would place it in an envelope
on which he wrote, “Thank you for accepting this”

6. This is a type of Turkish religious school.
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This attitude of spiritual grace and elegance was the
result of helping creatures for the sake of their Cre-
ator. Together with my mom, my father used to pre-
pare food and take it to the hospitals. I was not aware
at the time, but these manifestations of mercy made
a beautiful impression on my soul. In short, my par-
ents were a source of mercy and blessing for me.

Many of my other memories are from my years
at Imam Hatip High School. We were very lucky in
our teachers. We had the chance to get to know many
unforgettable figures. Here are some of them.

Celaleddin Oktem was a 70-year-old teacher
who had Parkinson’s syndrome. Despite his old age
and his illness, he came to class regularly and taught
like a 25-year -old.

Abdiilkadir Kegeoglu, who was also known as
Yaman Dede, was a convert from the Eastern Ortho-
dox Church. He used to start class by teaching ten or
fifteen minutes of Persian grammar; then he would
begin to recite verses from Rumi’s Mathnawi. For the
rest of the class he would interpret the verses while
shedding tears of spiritual ecstasy. Deep depressions
had formed under his eyes because of his tears. His
soul was filled with love for the Messenger of Allah
(peace and blessings be upon him). When he was
asked about how much he loved Rumi, he used to
respond, “How could I not love Rumi, my son! He
took my hand and led me to the Prophet!” Many
years have passed since then, but the traces he left in
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our souls are still fresh. His tears when reciting the
lines, “Cheer us with your beauty, I am burning, O
Messenger of Allah!” from Rumi’s famous poem, are
still in front of my eyes.

Another teacher used to come to school at seven
in the morning and prepare our meals. Still another
would warn us not to waste our food, but to think
about the unfortunate people around the world. He
would give us this advice in a very kind and gentle
manner.

Our philosophy teacher, Nurettin Topcu, was
really worried about the egoism and selfishness of
people in modern society. He saw the Sufi path as
a cure for these problems. He used to exclaim in as-
tonishment, “How can these people stay away from
Sufism?”

One teacher gave calligraphy classes and sup-
plied the ink and reed pens for the poor students out
of his own pocket.

Another used to walk through the dormitory
at night and put blankets over the students to keep
them warm.

Still other teachers gave supplementary classes
after school, so as to help students get a better educa-
tion.

The most significant thing that all our teachers
were trying to teach us was to know how to employ
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our lives and property rightly, in the way of Islam.
They demonstrated this in their own actions.

Since then forty years have passed; however,
the good examples they left for us are still intact. For
that, I always pray for them. May Allah be pleased
with them all! Now it is our turn. It is time to beau-
tify today and tomorrow. This is our duty and may
Allah grant us success in our duty.

Q - Sin, talking about today, could you
tell us what kinds of dangers lie in wait
for our children? What is the responsi-
bility of parents in the face of these dan-
gers?

One-sided education comes at the head of the
dangers awaiting our youth. If material education
is not supported by spiritual discipline, both of the
child’s worlds will be ruined. We need to be aware
that a generation that has not been formed for spiri-
tual qualities and beauties cannot attain happiness,
even if it gathers to itself every kind of diploma in the
world. We can observe many pitiable results of such
one-sided education.

Then there are the many perilous addictions in
the contemporary world. Those who ruin their lives
because of drugs and those who do not protect their
honor but fall into the pits of prostitution, are among
the unfortunate examples. They show us what kinds
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of dangers await our children. If we can feel those
dangers, we can also see that their cure lies in plac-
ing faith and good morals in the hearts of the young.
How can hearts which do not carry the light of rev-
elation find real happiness? In this regard, we should
contemplate the meaning of these lines of Turkish
poet Mehmet Akif Ersoy:

O Lord! Faith is the greatest essence in the heart
A heart without faith is a burden in the chest.

Ignorance in religious matters is a horrible dark-
ness. People are enemies of what they do not know.
Moving away from religion causes spiritual deterio-
ration and narrows the horizons of the heart. It kills
the power of insight. It deprives us of the subtleties
and spiritual guidance of the Holy Quran and the
Sunna. It causes us to lose track our divine essence
and turns the person into a bag of skin filled with
meat and bones. And as a result, the human being
becomes a selfish creature.

There is a well-known story told among the com-
mon people in Turkey. A father notices that his son
is weak in religion and virtue. He warns him, “You
cannot become a man!” However, the boy carries on
in the direction he was heading, goes to school and
to university and eventually becomes governor of the
province. Then he sends his guards to bring his fa-
ther to his palatial office.
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When his father appears, he boasts, “Look, Dad!
You once told me that I could not even become a

”

man, but I have become Governor

His father sadly responds, “My dear son, I didn't
say that you couldn’t become a governor. I said that
you couldn’t become a man. And if you were truly
a man, you would never drag your father here. You
would go to him”

The situation of so many of us is the same as the
situation of the son in this story. Neglecting spiritual
discipline leads us to abandon religion and virtue in
order to idolize material success. But Idolizing mate-
rial success is not wisdom; it is stupidity. It is not
healing, but disease and oppression. It means numb-
ing our spirituality and turning the community into
a corpse. It means to bury people under rocks and
soil even before they are dead.

In order to reach the honor and dignity of be-
ing human, we must heed the warnings of the Noble
Quran. Allah the Almighty states His greatest bless-
ing to mankind as follows:

Allah the All-Merciful taught the Quran. He cre-
ated the human being and taught him clarity... and
the heaven, He raised it high and He set up the Bal-
ance. (55:1-4,7)

Our Lord, who created a balance in the universe,
informs us that there is trial and weighing not only
in this world but also in the next. Here and Hereafter
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alike have scales that measure one’s quality. Life and
death are two different but inseparable and accurate
measures. If we are to truly succeed, all of our states
must fall within the limits of these measures and be
an example for following generations. In another
verse, it is expressed that:

So whoever has done an atom’s weight of good
shall see it. And whoever has done an atom’s weight of
evil shall see it. (99: 7-8)

How heedless are those who continue to live
haphazardly, without self-evaluation, while the uni-
verse is constructed in perfect measure!

In light of the aforementioned verse from Sura
55 of the Qur’an, we should explain to our children
the wisdom of creation, the text of the Noble Qur’an
and the meaning of service to Allah the Almighty.
In short, we must educate our youth to protect their
perfect and dignified position as human beings and
not to upset the divine balance. With the help of Al-
lah, a good family with skilled parents can achieve
this.

Parents who think seriously about the future
of their children will certainly undertake this task.
Of course, I am not talking about their future in this
world alone, but also their eternal future. Unfortu-
nately, today, in order to increase youths worldly
prospects, we often put their eternal future in dan-
ger. Parents tolerate many wrong actions by saying,
“What can we do? Our kids’ future is more impor-
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tant!” This sort of attitude leads young people into
committing sins and rebellion against Allah. Mean-
while, the more we raise our children according to
the principles of Islam, the better the future prepared
for them by Allah the Almighty will be. That is the se-
cret behind the expansion of the Ottoman state over
more than 24 million square meters of land. That is
how divine help reached those people at many dif-
ferent times. Some of the last manifestations of this
reality occurred in the War of Turkish Independence
and the Battle of the Dardanelles. How nicely Meh-
met Akif expresses this:

Extracting the rules directly from the Quran
We need to make the era speak about Islam.

Therefore we have to raise our children with
morals, ideals and the straight path of the Quran.
Then they will be individuals who are beneficial to
themselves, their country, their community and
most importantly to their religion. Again, Mehmet
Akif explains this in the following lines:

The demise of an abandoned land is justified.
It will not be spiritually desolated if you do some-
thing about it.

As we mentioned before, the spiritual education
that underlies national greatness is the responsibility
of parents. It should be remembered that although
many great victories, such as the War of Indepen-
dence and the Battle of the Dardanelles, look like
the undertakings of brave soldiers, commanders and
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martyrs. In fact they are the work of the parents who
raised and sent those soldiers to the battlefield.

Q - While some families try everything
to have a child, others do not want chil-
dren and try everything not to have any.
Is this an appropriate action?

Those who marry but do not want to have chil-
dren without a valid and absolutely necessary reason
and try to kill them in the womb with certain inter-
ference, are in fact killing the next generation. Plants
and animals display many incredible and persistent
ways to procreate. How can we reasonably explain
the attempts of human beings, who are the best of
the creation, to annihilate their own future? Even a
snake hides its eggs in a safe place and protects them.
What a pity when the greatest of creatures lacks a
snake’s feeling of mercy and compassion!

The Quran depicts the scene of the Judgment
Day is depicted as follows:

And when the female infant buried alive is asked
for what sin she was killed... (81:8-9)

That sort of murder, which took place routinely
about fourteen hundred years ago, has changed its
shape in the contemporary world and started to re-
peat in the disgraceful form of abortion. Today some
parents, without any valid reason beyond their own
selfish convenience and comfort, attempt to abort
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their children. It is as if they are in a murder compe-
tition with the wild people of the age of the ignorance
before Islam, who used to bury their daughters alive.
Unborn children are torn into pieces in the moth-
er's womb for the sake of nothing. Before anything
else, this is a form of ingratitude for a divine bless-
ing. Who can tell? Perhaps those who commit this
crime will remain all alone in this world; the children
they do have may not lift a hand to help them. They
should also think about what would have happened
if their own parents had entertained the same ideas
about them. They would never have been born.

The pages of history repeatedly show us the sad
ends of those who lived their lives merely as physi-
cal bodies - those who had no faith and religious
feelings, those who had no ideals but to satisfy their
mundane desires and those who abandoned all hu-
man honor and dignity.

May Allah bless us and help us to found our
families upon goodness. May He bestow upon us
wonderful progeny who will serve both the Muslims
and all humanity.

Amin!




Che Rlave of O omen in
Sblam and the K ducation

of females

Women's dignity and chastity turns society into a
Paradise. Generations raised in that Paradise become
society’s source of peace. Thus a righteous woman is
like a crystal chandelier, shedding light in the family.
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Q - What is the place of women in Is-
lam? In the contemporary world, decep-
tive fancy words push women into the
streets to look for happiness. But where
should women look for happiness?

Allah the Almighty created women as emotion-
ally deeper and stronger than men. This emotional
depth is the natural requirement of women’s primary
task, the protection and education of human prog-
eny. When the value of this divine appointment is
ignored, a woman’s nature is betrayed.

Today, a false competition has arisen between
men and women. But competition is contrary to the
design of human beings, who are made to cooperate
with each other. When women’s service as wives and
mothers is not respected, then peace and tranquility
at home are lost; social life is shaken; and individuals
lose their personalities.

Because women’s and men’s physical and spiri-
tual features are not identical, they cannot usefully
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be claimed to be practically and legally equal. The
important matter is not a literal equality between the
sexes, but a balanced distribution of rights and re-
sponsibilities.

Allah the Almighty created an equitable dis-
tribution of tasks between men and women. He
appointed them different but complementary fam-
ily roles. When men and women are materially and
spiritually united with each other, a maturity appro-
priate to their respective roles arises and then family
and society alike reach peace and tranquility.

The maturity of a woman appears when she pro-
tects and develops the beautiful features that Allah
has bestowed upon her so as to bring depth and re-
finement into her family. If she loses sight of this pos-
sibility, abandoning her own real experience for what
others tell her is her nature, she loses her dignity and
devastates her social value. Slowly grace, gentleness
and sincerity become impossible for everyone and
ultimately society becomes more like a desert.

But when women are able to live according to
their own authentic experience and natures, they can
turn society into Paradise. Woman is like a crystal
chandelier, shedding light over society. If we turn the
pages of history, we can see that societies rise and
fall with the status of their women. If only the streets
appear to women as sources of happiness, then the
paths of life will be strewn with shards of glass.
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Women'’s happiness lies hidden in the reverence
shown them by their families. The famous saying of
the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him), is
crucial:

Paradise lies under the feet of mothers.” (Suyuti,
Jami' al-Saghir, 1, 125)

This unconditional call for respect is the greatest
news for mothers everywhere.

A virtuous mother is the divine embrace of mer-
cy, the source of her family’s joy, the light of pleasure
and delight and the focus of every family member’s
compassion. She is the exceptional and carefully se-
lected manifestation of Our Lord’s key names “the
All-Merciful” and “the Most Compassionate.”

There is no other being created who deserves
our admiration and love as much as our mothers do.
They carry us for nine months in their bellies, for
a few years in their arms and for a lifetime in their
hearts. And mothers who shoulder housework and
childrearing really deserve endless love, deep respect
and lifelong gratitude.

7. Asimilar hadith runs as follows:
A Companion named Jahima came to the Prophet and
said:
“O Messenger of Allah! I would like to go to war with the
Muslim army. I came here to talk to you about it.”
Allah’s Messenger asked him, “Is your mother alive?”
He said: “Yes, she is.”
Then the Messenger of Allah said, “Then serve your moth-
er, because Paradise is under her feet.” (Nasa’i, Jihad, 6) @
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Is there any device to measure the level of end-
less sacrifice in our mother’s heart? She didn’t eat so
that we might eat; she didn’t clothe herself so that we
might be clothed; she didn’t sleep, so that we might
sleep well at night. Is it possible to pay our debts to
our mothers (and fathers) who would do everything
they could not to see us hurt?

Rumi says, “Be careful about your mother’s
right: make her the crown of your head. If there were
no mothers’ labor pains, babies would find no way
into the world”

Abu Hanifa, a great friend of Allah and a legal
scholar, refused to be the judge of Baghdad in order
not to participate in the oppression of the govern-
ment. Caliph Abu Ja'far al-Mansur put him in jail
and had him whipped. Every day he had the num-
bers of lashes increased. Abu Hanifa was worried not
for the pain of the lashes, but for what his mother
might feel if she learned he was in prison. He sent a
message to his friends: “Please do not let my mother
hear of my situation. She could not endure it if she
knew of my suffering. She would be devastated and
I cannot bear to see her sad” Abu Hanifa expressed
here a prime example of a mother’s compassion. Note
too that his love for his mother lessened his concern
for his own pain.

Another example is displayed in Bahauddin
Nagshband’s saying, “Let those who wish to visit our
grave visit our mother’s grave first”
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It was Abdurrahman Molla Jami', another
Nagshi master, who first said, “How can I not love
my mother? She carried me for nine months in her
belly, then for awhile in her arms and finally for a
lifetime in her heart”

Q - What is the importance of mothers
in raising the younger generation?

Guessing a nations future is not miraculous. It
is enough to look at the state of its youth. Youth in
every era of history have looked for excitement, for a
way to spend their energy. This quest is like society’s
heartbeat. In other words, every nation takes shape
according to the ideals and feelings of its youth. If a
nation’s youth spend their time and energy on good
deeds, then that nation’s future becomes secure. On
the contrary, if a nation’s youth spend their time and
energy on selfish deeds and become the slaves of
their desires, then that nation moves toward disap-
pointment and loss. Therefore mothers in particular
must be very careful in parenting the future genera-
tion. All of the friends of Allah and the great states-
men of history, got their first discipline from pious
mothers.

The best examples for how this works come from
the female Companions. They taught their children
altruism and sacrifice in every way they could. They
also filled the souls of their children with love for Al-
lah and His Messenger. Thus they proved that strong
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nations are created from strong families. And strong
families, in turn, are the works of righteous women,
who pass through a spiritual education and eliminate
their petty desires.

Q - What is the role of Quranic schools
in girls’ education? And what are the
most important issues requiring educa-
tional attention in these schools?

All institutions, especially those responsible
for spiritual education, like Quranic schools, must
be places of compassion, altruism and service. More
than just giving information, schools should inspire
students with love, mercy and the excitement of serv-
ing others. Insensitive teachers who cannot make the
little hearts under their tutelage feel the joys of faith
and love for the Qur’an, are under a heavy responsi-
bility. The schools they teach at belong to the entire
Muslim community and their students are merely
entrusted to them. If they cannot give their charges
a proper education, they will be liable for those stu-
dents’ rights in the Hereafter.

In the contemporary world, where many people
are enslaved by materialism, Qurian teachers must
be more sensitive toward their students. They should
seek first of all to fill the hearts of their students with
love and respect for their teachers. Before even start-
ing to teach the alphabet of the Quran, they should
inspire their students with the grandeur and impor-
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tance of the work of study. They should fill their stu-
dents’ young hearts with love for Allah and His Mes-
senger. They should be able to manifest grace and
refinement and the many varieties of beauty present
in Islam, through their own pure hearts.

Qur’anic teachers who act sometimes like judg-
es and sometimes like executioners and who attempt
to establish their authority through force and stern
faces, are wasting their efforts. Such an attitude is a
great mistake. There is, in fact, not a greater mistake
to be made than turning people away from Quranic
education and consequently darkening their lives.

Teachers and their assistants should learn how
to be of mature service to the people. A mature ser-
vant has a heart is full of wisdom. Mature servants
are merciful, altruistic and upright, as well as being
people of action. They are enemies of hatred. Also,
mature servants should be able to protect their faith
and personalities under any circumstances and
therefore able to have a positive effect on whomever
may be around them.

Mature servants are able to keep their hearts free
from the love of property, the love of position and the
obsession with profit. As the Sufi saying goes:

This world becomes a paradise through three
practices:

» offering charity with hands, tongue and
heart
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forgiving, rather than criticizing, the servants
of Allah;

not reciprocating the oppression of oppres-
sors , but helping them to understand and
correct their mistakes.

According to another Sufi saying, good people

are to be found in the following three groups:

Those who do not hurt anybody;

Those who are too modest to hear their good
qualities from others;

Those who see the creation as a divine trust
and who look at creatures through the eyes of
their Creator.

Just as scenes of flowers and roses can make

even the harshest person smile, so the souls of those

who are hoping to guide society should spread hap-

piness to the people around them. Even the hardest

and the most despicable hearts should be moved to

wake up and soften before them.

The primary aim of Qur’anic schools for girls

should be the moral education of their students

rather than their material education, because to-

morrow’s foremost mothers will be among the

graduates of these schools. When girls graduate,

they should be able to display the beauties of Islam.
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Qur’anic school must be adorned with the spirits of
two Fatimas.®

Q - Who are these two Fatimas? Could
you elaborate, please?

The first Fatima is the one whose virtues are
mentioned in Sura 76, verses 8-11. When Hasan and
Husayn (may Allah be pleased with them) were chil-
dren, they got very sick. Their parents ‘Ali and Fatima
(may Allah be pleased with them) offered three days
of fasting as a prayer for the children’s health. On
the first day, when they wanted to break their fast at
dinnertime, a poor man came by and asked, “Please
give me something to eat, for the sake of Allah!” They
gave him all the food on the table. Then they broke
their fast with water.

On the second day, an orphan came to their
door and asked, “Please give me something to eat for
the sake of Allah!” Again they gave him all the food
on the table and broke their fast with water. Later,
they began the next day’s fasting with no more than
water, too.

On the third day, around the same time, a slave
came to their door and asked food. Again they gave

8. The author of this book, Osman Nuri Efendi, assisted in
the opening of many Qur’anic schools for boys and girls.
This is why he emphasizes the significance of good be-
havior in teachers of the Qur’an and the importance of

their being compassionate and loving. m
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him all the food on the table and broke their fast with
water. Then the following verses were revealed:

And they give food out of love for Him to the poor
and the orphan and the captive:” Surely we fear from
our Lord a stern, distressful day!” Therefore Allah will
guard them from the evil of that day and cause them
to meet with ease and happiness; and reward them,
because they were patient, with garden and silk. °

There are three things in these verses that should
attract our attention.

First, they call for us to be able to see the cre-
ation through the eyes of the Creator and to be able
to make the needy happy. In this regard Abu Bakr
al-Warraq (may Allah bless his soul) says:

Those who do not give in charity should not
claim that they will attain Paradise. Those who do
not love the poor should not claim that they love the
Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon
him). Both of these claimants are liars.

Second, the verses advise us to give our char-
ity for the pleasure of Allah the Almighty alone. ‘Ali
and Fatima (may Allah be pleased with them) used
to say, “We do not expect anything in return. We do
not expect gratitude. We give in charity just for the
contentment of Allah the Almighty” We should do

9.  This is the origin of 76:8-12, according to Wahidji, p. 470;
Zamakhshari, VI, 191-92; and Razi, XXX, 244).
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the same and expect nothing in return from the ser-
vants of Allah.

The third thing to notice is that these reverend
and exemplary people say, “We fear for the Day of
Judgment.” This is the state of hearts that are filled
with awe of Allah. Approving such sincerity and ser-
vice, Allah the Almighty responds, “We will protect
them from the calamities of that Day.”

Another example that manifests the spiritual
world of our first Fatima is her love and sacrifice for
the Prophet.

Once the Prophet was offering his prayer in the
shade of the Ka'ba. His great enemy Abu Jahl hap-
pened to come by; he was happy to catch the Proph-
et alone. Abu Jahl and some other members of the
Quraysh tribe who were with him immediately sent
somebody to fetch the abdominal contents of a re-
cently slaughtered camel. When the filthy guts ar-
rived, those wretched men dumped them over the
Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) while
he was making his prostration. The Prophet’s uncle
* Abbas, who was not a Muslim at the time, saw what
had just happened, but felt unable to speak up against
his fellow tribesmen. Just then Fatima, who was only
about nine or ten years old at the time, ran into the
sanctuary and began struggling to pull the steaming
offal away from her father, crying the whole time.
The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon
him) finished his prayer and comforted her, urging
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her not to cry.” (See Bukhari, Salat, 109, Jihad, 98, Jizya, 21;
Muslim, Jihad, 107)

Fatima was so brave that she could stand up
against the idolaters. Even ‘Abbas, the Prophet’s
uncle, dared not do that, even though the Arabs are
known for making sacrifices for their relatives. Fa-
tima loved Allah and His Messenger more than any-
thing else. This is why she is often called Umm Abiha:
“the mother of her father”

Our second exemplary Fatima is the one who
stopped ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with him)
when he was on his way to kill the Prophet. She be-
came the reason for ‘Umar’s conversion to Islam. On
that day, she recited the Quran so devoutly that a
coldhearted person like ‘Umar found himself soften-
ing, so that he began to weep out of compassion.

It is very important for the girls in these schools
to take the two Fatimas as role models. Each and
every girl should be generous and altruistic, should
perform her deeds for Allah’s sake and should recite
the Quran with joy and spirit. When our girls resem-
ble the two Fatimas, they will be able to achieve every
desired objective.

Nor should we forget our mother *A’isha (may
Allah be pleased with her). She was the most intelli-
gent of the wives of the Prophet and was accepted as
one of the seven legal scholars among the Compan-
ions. Allah’s Messenger (peace and blessings be upon
him) said about her:
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»

“Learn one third of your religion from ‘A’isha.
(Daylami, II, 165/2828)

Therefore every Muslim woman should aim to
take lessons from the intuition, chastity and intelli-
gence of our mother ' A’isha.

Our supplication from our Lord is to be blessed
with daughters who have the heart of our mother
Fatima, the intelligence and chastity of our mother
* Aisha and especially the altruism and fidelity of our
mother Khadija (may Allah be pleased with them
all).

Amin!







ODome Ortoman
L aamples

The Ottomans took their place in history not just
through being a magnificent state, but also through
being a civilization of endowments.
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Q - Sir, could you give us some examples
from later periods of Islamic history?
Did Muslims in later ages live Islam as
the Companions did?

Islam is a dynamic religion. This is why the
beauties that existed in its earliest days have contin-
ued to live up until today, even though there have
been some changes.

The age of the Ottomans, in particular, was like
a second “asr al-sa'ada'. Our predecessors used to
compete with each other in the performance of good
deeds. They also left for us one of the best examples
of customary family life in Muslim history. In this re-
spect, their material and spiritual heritage is a price-
less legacy left to us. The Ottoman Empire manifest-
ed itself as a civilization of charitable endowments.
Because of this, the whole world respected it and it
had a very long role in human history.

10. ‘Asral-Sa’ada, “the Age of Happiness,” is a term used for
the earliest years of Islam.
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Q - There have been many institutions
founded by Ottoman queens, princesses
and other ladies from the palace. Could
you give us some information about
this?

It is remarkable to note that 1,400 out of the
26,300 confirmed pious foundations were established
by eminent women. Among them are several institu-
tions built by Nur Banu Valide Sultan'' on both the
Anatolian and the European sides of Istanbul. Usku-
dar Atik Valide Mosque with its soup kitchen, its
college, its hospital and its double bathhouse is very
worthy of mention.

Another philanthropic imperial lady was Mdah-
peyker Kosem Vilide Sultan. She laid the founda-
tions of New Mosque. She also built Uskiidar Cinili
Mosque, as well as a school, a fountain, a hadith col-
lege and a double bathhouse next to it. In addition,

11. The official epithet for the female members of the Ott -
man dynasty was Sultan Efendi. The title meant that a
woman’s father was either the sultan himself or one of the
sons of the sultan. If such a lady married someone outside
the dynasty, their daughters were addressed as Hanim
Sultan and their sons as Beyzade; the mothers themselves
were called Sultanzade. If beyzades or sultanzades mar-
ried someone outside the imperial family, their children
were not considered part of the imperial family. On the
other hand, when the mothers of sultans did not come
from the imperial family — they usually did not — then
their official epithet was Valide Sultan. A sultan’s wives
were called Kadin Efendi. 1f there were more than one,
then ordinal numbers would be added before the epithet.
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she commissioned the mosque in the district of An-
adolu Kavagi intersection. Her endowment for help-
ing poor and orphan girls get married is very famous
and there are many others.

Even Kosem Sultan, who is known among the
Valide Sultans for her temper, took her place among
the figures of mercy and compassion by her endow-
ments. Though she laid down the foundations of New
Mosque, her life wasn’t long enough to finish it. The
honor of finishing that mosque belonged to Hatice
Turhan Sultan, who had other pious deeds such as
schools, colleges, soup kitchens, libraries and foun-
tains to her credit. It is worth mentioning that she
had honey syrup brought in from the mountains dur-
ing the month of Ramadan and on other holy nights
and offered it to the congregation after the prayers.
Even the type of honey to be used was specified in
her endowment deeds. In those days, the best quality
honey was from a town called Atina, in Rize. It was
written in the endowment deed that this type of hon-
ey had to be bought, no matter how expensive it was.
That detail reveals how sensitive and fine the services
offered by charitable endowments often were. This
lady left very rich resources for the continuity of ser-
vice of her endowments and appointed 116 salaried
workers for endowment administration.

Pertevniyal Vilide Sultan endowed the Valide
Mosque in Aksaray, as well as Ya Vedud Mosque.
She also commissioned a library, a fountain and a
school.
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Even though she established numerous institu-
tions, among them the two Selatin Mosques, or Roy-
al Mosques (one in Edirnekapi and one in Uskudar),
Mihrimah Sultan was a very humble person. Here is
the best example manifesting her modesty.

Fresh water had been brought to Mecca and
*Arafat by Harun al-Rashid’s wife Zubayda Hanim a
very long time ago. By the time of Sultan Suleiman’s
reign, however, the channels were broken and rusty.
When Mihrimah Sultan learned of the situation, she
went to her father, Sultan Suleiman the Magnificent
and asked that the old water channels be repaired —
in the name of an anonymous donor - by the Sul-
tan’s head architect, the famous Sinan. She donated
all her ornaments and jewelry for the expenditures.
Sinan disappeared for awhile after he had laid down
the foundations of Suleymaniye Mosque in Istanbul.
The reason for his disappearance wasn’'t known. One
speculation was that he went away so that the foun-
dation of the mosque might settle. But the real rea-
son was to repair the water channels for the Well of
Zubayda. This mission remained a secret because of
the benefactor’s wish.

Another well-known charitable queen moth-
er was Bezmidlem Vilide Sultan, who left several
monumental charitable works behind. Among the
mosques she had built, the biggest one is the Valide
Mosque located next to Dolmabahce Palace. The
world-famous Galata Bridge can also be mentioned
among her endowments.
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The endowment she established in Damascus is
also very important. Two of its undertakings were to
carry fresh water from Damascus to pilgrims and to
replace household items broken by maids, in order to
protect the maids’ pride and dignity.

Bezmialem Valide Sultan’s another outstand-
ing foundation is the Ghuraba-i Muslimin Hospital,
which was built by a significant donation from her
private wealth. This monument started giving ser-
vice, with its mosque and fountain, in 1843 and ever
since has been delivering healing to poor members
of the Muslim community.

These queen mothers and princesses gave utmost
importance to water. They furnished fountains all over
Mecca, ' Arafat and Istanbul. They built aqueducts that
still stand and repaired water canals that long provided
abundant water for the entire city of Istanbul.

Our ancestors sincerely established numerous
pious foundations, which they prayed would serve
people until Judgment Day. These foundations not
only met the needs of people in their time: most of
them are still offering their services to humanity in
every field of social welfare. They are signs of our an-
cestors’ faith, nobility and continuous charity and for
these they will always be remembered.

O Allah! Count us among those devoted Mus-
lims who serve creation for the love of the Creator
and who duly take care of Your trusts.

Amin!







EPILOGUE

Family life, which began with the creation of
human beings, is a mirror reflecting in advance the
results of our eternal journey. For family is the first
school where a person’s emotions, will, reason and
soul are educated. It is the location of our first love,
our first sharing, our first happiness and our first
paradise on earth.

Therefore a blessed home is among the highest
goods. Home must be returned to its original state as
the center of our lives. While we may well recognize
the smallest favors of the people outside our homes
with great appreciation, let us not forget the sacri-
fices and goodness lived out inside those walls. Let
family unity not turn into boredom; may spouses
always value each other. Indeed, may our family rela-
tionships increase their value as time passes, like the
magnificent charitable monuments of old.

We must revise our understanding of the whole
idea of home. A believer’s home cannot be a hotel, or
a place where all kinds of heedlessness are commit-
ted. It should be a garden of the soul where flowers

of love, affection, sharing and service are cultivated. @
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If we can achieve such families in this world, we can
attain eternal happiness in the Hereafter.

In other words, our homes must be places where
family members love and support each other, so that
we do not run away from each other on the Day which
a man will flee from his brother, his mother and father
and his spouse and children.’> We should think about
what kind of lifestyle might lead us to such a level of
spiritual maturity.

In a hadith, the Prophet (peace and blessings be
upon him) says:

People die in accordance with how they live and
are resurrected in accordance with how they die. (Mu-
nawi, Fayd al-Qadir, V, 663)

When we establish strong family connections
and attachments based on the principles discussed
in this work, then our homes will become an eternal
reward, as well as a foundation for the building of
goodness, tranquility and magnificence throughout
our society.

Dear Lord! Bless us with such homes. Draw this
great nation and its youth toward eternal happiness
in this blessed land. Grant that we may raise up a
brave people, resembling those who went before us!

Amin!

12. Qur’an 80:34-6
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